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31st Oct a Multi speciality health Check-up camp at Village Panchayat Hall Loilem South Goa.
A team consisting of Dermatologist, Gynaecologist, General Physicians,Pharmacist, etc were 
available for consultation. Sarpanch Sachin Naik, Panch Bhushan Prabhugaonkar & Ajit 
Lolienkar were present. MLA Isidore Fernandes visited the Camp. Rtn. Dr. Vinay Sawardekar 
was the Project Co-ordinator.







Covid Wave 3 

Association of Friends of Astronomy (Goa)Association of Friends of Astronomy (Goa)Association of Friends of Astronomy (Goa)

In December 1982, four friends from Panjim, with keen interest in astronomy 
decided to provide a platform for those wanting to further their knowledge in 
astronomy in Goa, as none existed then. Thus, was born The Association of 
Friends of Astronomy (Goa), as the four friends Mr. Percival Noronha, Mr.  P C 
Sancoalcar, Mr. Damodar R Kirtani, and Dr. Bicaji Ghanekar named it! Their 
perseverance and continuous follow up with a co-operative Government of 
Goa, resulted in setting up of the now famous landmark at Junta House, Panaji 
of The PUBLIC ASTRONOMICAL OBSERVATORY (Under Department of 
Science, Technology & Environment, Govt. of Goa), set up on 28th February 
1990, with free access to the general public and manned by amateur students 
and enthusiasts. Since then, AFA (Goa) and the Observatory, under the able 
leadership of Late Mr Percival Noronha, blossomed and served as a watering 
hole for all seekers of knowledge of astronomy as well as launched the career 
paths of many students, motivating them to pursue careers in advanced 
science and astronomy related fields in India and abroad. The AFA (Goa) is now 
ably led by Mr. Satish Nayak and his team of advisors.

As AFA (Goa) continued to grow, it expanded for the first time with the setting 
up of Margao Chapter under the leadership of Mr Atul P. Naik, Dr. Reshma Raut 
Desai PhD, Prof Rajashri Thakur and others. It was inaugurated in 2003 on the 
terrace of the Power House at Aquem. The Margao Centre currently functions at 
Ravindra Bhavan, Margao and is managed by amateur enthusiasts like CA 
Bhushan Verlekar, Gaurav Dhumatkar and others. The Observatory is open to 
the general public in the evenings on weekends from 14th November to 31st 
May.

Subsequently additional Centres and Rural Astronomy Centres were 
established and currently operate at Mapusa, Vasco, Porvorim, Canacona, 
Sakhali, Morjim and Borim. 

AFA (Goa) also has its own Library dedicated to Astronomy and Science and 
publishes a monthly newsletter called Via Lactea, now in online format. Yours 
truly, had the privilege of being its Editor for a few years.

What started as an idea with four friends, has now grown into a vibrant 
institution, nurturing the dreams of thousands of Goan knowledge seekers to 
reach for the stars and beyond.

--- Rtn. Atul P. Naik







Contact no : 08322735033 / 9175994681

Govind Poy House, Padre Miranda road, Margao Goa
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