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AATI CELEBRATIONS Independence day celebrations
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Aati Kalenja: A Disappearing Tradition of Tulunadu.
Aati is an inauspicious month as per the Tulu calendar. It is FRS
believed that this month has most of the disasters and
calamities happening. Kalenja festival has a great tradition
to look back in history. The festival falls during the rainy
season of July-August in the month of Aati. The festival is
celebrated to commemorate the arrival of Kalenja who comes
to protect the people from all the bad omens like diseases,
bacteria, flood etc. Usually, the people belonging to a certain
group called the Nalike tribe dresses up as Kalenja and visit all
the houses in the village. Kalenja blesses everyone and assures
on happy living.

Aati Kalenja is a folk way of dealing with the nature to protect
human from the torrential rains by bringing in the spirit of
Kalenja to the earth. Kalenja is a dance form performed to drive away the evil happening on
the mother earth and bring in prosperity.

The Nalke community dresses up with a costume made of tender coconut leaves, colorful
clothes, anklets, caps made of areca nut sheaths etc. Even the person does face paints with
various colors and holds an umbrella made of Palmyra leaves and dances in front of every
house with the beats of the instrument tembare.

.The Kalenja visits every house and dances to ward off the evil and then collects little paddy,
turmeric, charcoal, coconut etc. and perform rituals to ward off the evils and other misfortunes
coming to the family. Kalenja was a mythological character with whom the festivals rituals are
connected. Kalenja was bestowed with divine powers.With his powers, he was the one who
was supposed to annihilate all the evils that were happening in the month of Aati.
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Brief Report of the meeting held on 02. 08.2022 - In view of Night curfew in
Mangalore, on line Zoom meeting was held. Chief guest MD Ranganath Bhat PDG District
3181 spoke about Membership development. He said that presently Rotary membership world
over is stagnant at around 11.8 lakhs members through 36930 clubs. There is no increase
since many years. New members come, but old members go. So number is stagnant. He
further informed that present RI President is Rtn. Jennifer Jones has given a call for having
30% Lady members. While the world average is 25% the average for for our district is very
low at 9.47%. .Hence he informed that there is a need for increasing membership overall and
lady members in particular. Membership is very important for Rotary and is the foundation for
Rotary. There is a saying growth is life and stagnation is death. Though Rotarian is a simple
person, he can do wonders by coming together. The stagnation of membership is a matter of
grave concern for Rotary. We have to change our thinking to attract new members. For outside
people Rotary club is a place where people meet to have dinner & also serve community. But
actually in Rotary there is Professional development, networking & improved opportunities. Rotary
is a voluntary organization. Product is service to society and profit is the satisfaction we get when
we help a person & see the smile on their faces.

He congratulated the President Dr. Prakash for inducting 11 members of whic 4 are lady
members. However it is the duty of each member to ensure that all these members are retained.
Some of the members are like wheel barrows, we have to push them to make them active.
Some others are like trailers, we have pull them. Involving all members will make them feel
recognized and help in retention. If the club is converted into family clubs members get more
involved and culture & attitude of the club turn to the positive side. Therefore he urged upon the
members to ensure that Mangalore North Club remains as one of the reputed clubs of the dist.
Earlier new member Rtn. Nethravathi rendered the invocation. Bulletin Editor Rtn.Ajith Rao
introduced the chief guest. Rtn. Dr. Prakash K. E. presided over the function and finally Secretary
Rtn. Radhakrishna Rai proposed the vote of thanks.
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