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Installation Ceremony for the New Rotary Year 2024-25

Rtn. Susan Marcus

On the evening of July 4th, the Rotary Club of Bangalore
Cantonment gathered at the elegant Hotel Chancery
Pavilion to celebrate the
installation ceremony for the
new Rotary year 2024-25. The
event was a grand affair, attended
by immaculately dressed
members and their spouses, who
added a touch of glamour to the

occasion.

A colorful photobooth was a hub

of activity, capturing the joyous

moments with fun-filled poses,

adding a lively charm to the evening. The highlight of the
ceremony was the passing of the mantle from Rotarian
Gargi Ojha to Rotarian Rajendra Rane, marking the
commencement of his term as President. The new board
was also sworn in, ready to take on the responsibilities and
challenges of the upcoming year. The theme for the new
Rotary year, "The Magic of Rotary," was embraced with

enthusiasm and anticipation.

The Chief Guest for the evening was Mr. Guruprakash
Sastry, AVP Climate Action Head at Infosys, whose

presence added prestige to the event.
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Rotarian Suman Shankar presented the annual report for

2023-24, which was succinct and well-received,

highlighting the club's achievements and setting a

benchmark for the new year.
Rotarian Gargi Ojha added her
comments and thanked the board
for their resilience.
She also introduced Rotarian
Rajendra Rane and affixed the

President's Pin to hislapel.

Rotarian Rajendra Rane's
acceptance speech was emotional,
reflecting his commitment to the
club and his vision for the

upcoming year.

Chief Guest Mr. Guruprakash Sastry installed the member
of the board and then addressed the gathering. His speech
resonated with the theme, inspiring the members with his

insights on climate action and sustainability.

The ceremony also featured the unveiling of the club's in-
house newsletter, The Banner. Assistant Governor
Rotarian Dwaraknath, with the assistance of The Banner
Editor Rotarian Prem Kurian, unveiled the new edition,
which was universally acknowledged for its excellent

design and content.
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Secretary Shabbir Choilawala made his announcements,
ensuring that members were informed about upcoming
events and initiatives.

The evening was further enhanced by the wonderful food

and fellowship that followed the formalities. Members and

their guests enjoyed a sumptuous spread, engaging in lively
conversations and strengthening the bonds of fellowship.

In keeping with the traditions of the club, the newly
inducted President raised a toast to the President of India
and to the Rotary International President, Stephanie
Urchick. The District Governor of District 3191, Rotarian
Satish Madhavan, acknowledged the toast to the
RI President and responded with his comments,
highlighting the importance of the club's contributions to
thelarger Rotary community.

Adding a touch of camaraderie and tradition, Rotarian
Shivdev raised a toast to the ladies of the club on behalf
of the gentlemen, which was warmly responded to by
Ann Pratima.

The Grand Finale as always was the Group Photograph in

MAVERICKS

which the all the attendees of the ceremony challenged
physics and technology to fit into one frame- the cheerful
smiles sayitall!

The installation ceremony was a blend of tradition,
inspiration, and celebration, setting the tone for a magical
and impactful Rotary year ahead. The members found a
renewed sense of purpose, ready to create magic in the

community and beyond.

- Rtn. Susan Marcus

EDITORIAL

Greetings Fellow Rotarian's & Partners,

July is the first month of the Rotary year, and also the
month when new leadership takes over.

Brought to you in the second edition of the BANNER,
is the installation of the President and the office
Bearers of RCBC for the year 2024-2025 on the 4th of
July ata colorful installation ceremony.

We also had the installation of the new President for
the Senior Citizens Club and the Executive
Committee Members for the year 2024-2025 on
7th July @ RHL.

There was also a change of guard, with the Installation
of the office bearers for the Interact Club of Mahila
Seva Sabha, Sri Guru Harkishan High School & Little
Angels High School

The Interact RYLA was held on 20th July with
encouraging participation from the schools.

Rotarian Girish has shared a photo of his participation
in RYLA, and the journey from thereon to becoming a
Rotarian.

RCBC has done commendable service in providing
drinking water in schools
and brought to you is an
article by Vinay Pai.

In closing is an interesting
article by Pratima Prakash
on the Aadhar.

Happy reading,

Prem Kurian
The Editor




Rotary is at its best when we foster a sense of
inclusion and belonging in our clubs. In fact,
I would go so far as to say that belonging is The
Magic of Rotary itself.

With a focus on inclusivity and belonging, it is
easier to be united in a
common purpose.
When we are
committed to one
another and focused
on our goals, we are

most effective.

Rotary’s Action Plan
can help. The Action
Plan comes with tools you can use to collect
feedback, assess your club’s strengths and

weaknesses, and address challenges.

The world is changing, and our clubs can’t afford to
stand still. But the changes we make need to be
consistent and strategic — building on one another

toward a greater vision. The Action Plan can help

you work toward that vision and create effective

change within your club. Following the Action
Plan and addressing suggestions from the
community will go a long way to fostering the
sense of belonging we want all Rotary members to

feel in their clubs.

That's why expanding our commitment to
diversity, equity, and inclusion is so important.
Committing ourselves to each other’s well-being is
the first step to expanding our reach, allowing us to

spread Positive Peace in these troubled times.

Peacebuilding is one of our top priorities, and one
of the most effective ways we can build peace is

with our Rotary Peace Fellowships, through which

Message from Rotary International President

peace and development professionals learn how to

preventand end conflict.

We offer the fellowships through our Rotary Peace
Centers at leading universities around the globe,
where more than 1,800 Rotary Peace Fellows have
graduated. And thanks to a $15.5 million gift from
the Otto and Fran Walter Foundation, we can
continue supporting peacebuilders in more
regions with the next peace center at Bahgesehir

University in Istanbul.

Opening another peace center is a monumental
achievement, and it is my great honor to invite you
to celebrate at next year’s Rotary Presidential
Peace Conference at the Istanbul center. The
three-day conference 20-22 February will
highlight the many ways our family of Rotary
advances peacebuilding. Registration for the
conference is officially open. I hope to see you

there.

The 2025 Rotary Presidential Peace Conference
has great potential for our peacebuilding efforts —

but only if we have your support.

The truth is, we're not going to bring peace to the
world, end polio, or grow membership by waving a
wand and saying some funny words. It’s up to you.
You create the magic with every project
completed, every dollar donated, and every new

member inducted.

I love my Rotary family and I know you do too.
That’s why I know that together, we can make
every club and district simply irresistible.
This year, let us change the world by embracing
The Magic of Rotary.

Stephanie A. Urchick
President 2024-25




INSTALLATION CEREMONY OF THE SCC PRESIDENT &
MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE-REPORT

The
ceremony of the

installation

L‘:"'Eltinrﬁ Cantonment
e ) President & members of

the Executive Committee
of the Senior Citizens
Club was held on 7th July
2024 at Rotary House of
Learning.

The program started with a Invocation by Mrs. Sushila
Sharma, followed by welcome address by the Outgoing
President Dr. Malathi V. Gopal. President Rajendra Rane of
RCBC graced the occasion and addressed the members of
the SCC & said that the SCCis ajewel in the crown of RCBC.

The Director of Community Services Rtn. Chaitra Mukund
also spoke on the occasion and informed the members of
the SCC ,that RCBC would like the SCC members to
participate in some of the programs of the Club.

The Chairperson of the SCC, Rtn. Prem Kurian addressed
the gathering

The Outgoing President Dr. Malathi V Gopal then installed
the president Mr. Bharat Kumar for the 2024-2025. The
following members were inducted into the executive
committee: Vice President Mr. T. P. Jagadeesan. Secretary
Mr. Udhay Shankar V; Jt. Secretary Mr. Palaniswami T. M,
Treasurer Mr. JayaramanN.
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Interact Installation Report

The Interact Installation Ceremony of the Interact Clubs
"Brainstorm” and "Harmony” and the respective
"Kinderact clubs" of Mahila Seva Samaja was held on the 6th
July 2024 for the year 2024-25 in the Unnati Auditorium.

The hallmark feature of the day was the completion of 25
Years of "Brainstorm Interact Club" which is in the Silver
Jubilee Year of its formation during the 110th year
Anniversary Celebration of Mahila Seva Samaja.

The Chief Guest on the occasion was Rotarian Rajendra
Rane, President RCBC and the Guests of Honor were
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Rotarian Srikanth
| K. P. and Rotarian
J Girish Hebbani.

i The Chief Guest

\ Rotarian Rajendra
. Rane of RCBC

handed over the Jewels to the new Presidents of the two clubs
and inducted the incoming Office Bearers ofall the clubs by
pinning them their badges.

The newly appointed Presidents presented their Acceptance
speeches and read out the list of their respective Office
Bearers.

The Secretaries of the respective Clubs presented appraisals
of interesting Project Proposals to be executed in 2024-25.

Rotarian Srikanth
appreciated the
proposed project plans
and "Brainstorm's"
committed journey of
a quarter of a Century
for the benefits of the
community.
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The first Interact RYLA of 2024-25

The interact RYLA, started with students coming in Princeton School

early on the 20 July morning, from the participating Rotary school of chennapatna

schools. Rtn Saby took charge and made sure ,
. Sri Guru Harikishan high school
everything was arranged and program went as per

schedule. Soon after breakfast, everyone assembled St Gasper High School
in the auditorium and the event was opened by Rtn. Janani High School
Unni Menon - district 3191,

There were 5 participants from each
Director of Youth Services. The

school.

ice breaking session was
Four teachers from 3 schools, also

conduct by Rtn Ramdas Pai , ]
stayed for the duration of the RYLA.

where the students got to know Rty ity

each other better. a1 Ve 2B RE¥ The winning teams for various
activities were:

Team activities and sessions on -":i;.'v
creativity was taken by by Rtn Iinteract bk ] 1) Poster Making: Princeton

Vinay Pai. Rtn Sameena Bhatia P school.

volunteered to take care of few R LA,E,HJ*_.W.,,IJ 2) Pyramid Making: Shishu

activities. awards

GART CAATE TO RBEETEE. BOFH Ry | B 36 TUDEST PO AT Ve Mandir
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Day two started with a session ].I.'f 3) Paper strip making: St Gasper
by Rtn Girish Hebbani on ot B IR

leadership, where the students

ETH LI . .
b . W Quiz winners

understood the concept of I JananiHigh school

servant leadership, where it was | : II Sri Guru Harkishan
brought out , that we are here to : III Little Angels.

serve and there by making new

leaders understand that service

above selfis what it takes to be a great leader. A lovely Pad and a pen was given to all the participants

and the accompanying Teachers.
After the session, a tug of war for the whole group panying

was organised with 4 teams competing with each
other.

President Rajendra Rane graced the occasion for the
valedictory function and a vote of thanks was
proposed by Rtn D Venkatesh.

Participating schools were
1) ShishuMandir
2) Little Angels Modern High School
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My Journey and a Walk Down Memory Lane.. The RYLA in 1984...

At the stroke of dawn on September 13th, 1984, just barely
out of nineteen, I stood at the threshold of an adventure.
The letter inviting me to the Rotary Youth Leadership
Awards (RYLA) camp had arrived like a burst of sunlight
through my monotonous engineering study routine.
Excitement bubbled up as I packed my bag, meticulously
following the instructions on what to bring and how to

behave. Yet, the gnawing anxiety persisted-my stomach

felt like it was hosting a butterfly convention. I was about
to spend a few days in a residential camp with strangers-
fellow students from various colleges across Bangalore.

Stepping off the autorickshaw and into the courtyard, my
heart raced. The air buzzed with the hum of conversations
and a scent that could only be described as a mix of
exhilaration and yummy food (I was an ever-hungry
teenager). My eyes flitted around, taking in the sea of
unfamiliar faces. Self-doubt washed over me like a cold
shower. Would I fit in, or would I be the lone awkward
penguin ina flock of graceful swans?

But the Rotarians were masters at making us feel at home.
Santosh Nedungadi, Shailendra Gupta, P. J. Reddy,
Raghupathi, and Lalitha welcomed us with such warmth
that it felt like they had known us for years. The icebreaker
games did their magic, and by the end of the first day, I was
already sharing laughs and stories with my fellow happy

campers.

Each session was a whirlwind of inspiration, from rousing
talks on leadership to engaging interpersonal relationships,
communication and team-building exercises. I particularly
enjoyed the workshops on service and community

engagement. It turns out, serving others can be just as
thrilling as beating your opponents in a game of sport.

Each day, with a sense of anticipation on what the day would
bring, I found myself more captivated. The instructors
spoke with passion, instilling in us a sense of purpose. In the
evenings, the fireside chats became a gathering point for
deep, soulful “profound” (yes, that was the buzzword)

discussions. Picture this: a group of youngsters, who barely
knew each other a day ago, debating life's big questions and
sharing our deepest dreams, fears and forging connections
that felt timeless.

One night, under a starlit sky, I realised something
profound: I had found my calling. The camaraderie, the
shared sense of growth, the idea that leadership was not
about power but service and giving back to the community-

itall resonated deeply within many of us.

Forty years later, now a proud Rotarian with the Rotary
Club of Bangalore Cantonment, I often reflect on those
pivotal few days. It was there I learned that true leadership
wasn't about wielding power but about serving others. The
lessons from RYLA-service before self, the value of
community, and the joy of giving-have shaped my life in

profound ways.

With a heart full of gratitude, I thank the Rotary Club of
Bangalore Cantonment for embedding these values into my
very being. The RYLA camp wasn't just an event; it was the
start of a lifelong journey of servant leadership and service,
with a dash of humour and a sprinkle of camaraderie and
fellowship.

Rtn. Girish Hebbani
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VOCATIONAL COMMITTEE BRINGS CLEAN DRINKING WATER
TO UNDERPRIVILEGED SECTIONS

In an effort to uplift underprivileged
communities, the Vocational Committee has
successfully installed four drinking water systems
across various essential institutions during the
Rotary Year 2023-24. This initiative targeted
government schools, old age homes, and a school
for children with disabilities, ensuring access to
clean and safe drinking water for those who need

it most.

Two of the installations took place at
government schools near
Whitefield and
Subbaipalaya where
children previously
faced challenges
accessing clean /
water.

providing a

reliable water

system, the
committee aims
to foster a

healthier learning

environment.

The third water system

was installed at the St.

Charles Home for Destitute

Women. The lack of clean drinking water

had been a persistent issue, impacting the health
and quality of life of the residents. With the new

system in place, the residents can enjoy safe water,

which is crucial for their hydration, medication,

and overall well-being.

The final installation was at The Association of
People with Disability, a school dedicated to
children with disabilities. These children often

face unique challenges, and access to clean

drinking water should not be one of them. The

new water system is designed to cater to the needs
of the kitchen of the school to ensure safe drinking
water in the canteen so that all students,
regardless of their abilities have

access to safe drinking water.

The total financial
 outflow for this project
for all 4 water systems
A\was around

Rs. 1,33,000.

J | This initiative has

posmvely
impacted the lives
of over 600
" students and women
who will use these
systems daily and have
access to safe drinking

water.

The Vocational Committee extends heartfelt
gratitude to everyone involved, emphasizing that
collective efforts can lead to significant positive

change.




Aadhaar Odyssey: Navigating Identity in the Digital Age

The Ubiquitous Aadhaar

Ah, the Aadhaar card - a small piece of plastic that wields immense power. Need a new gadget? Flash that
Aadhaar. Eyeing that sparkling piece of jewelry? Aadhaar to the rescue. Getting admitted to a school or college?
Don't forget your Aadhaar. Hospital visit? Book a gas cylinder? Flight ticket? You guessed it - Aadhaar,
Aadhaar, Aadhaar!

The Mysterious Data Vault

But have you ever wondered what happens to all this data once it’s collected? Where does it go? Is there a secret
vault where all our details are stored, guarded by tech wizards and mythical
creatures? Or is it floating in cyberspace, waiting for a digital Robin Hood to

come and snatch itaway?
Government Offices... The Land of the Photo-ID

Now, let’s switch gears and visit our beloved government offices. When you apply
for a ration card, a driving license, or an RC card, youd think the same level of
scrutiny applies, right? Wrong! Here, the humble photograph reigns supreme. An
examiner looks at your photo, maybe nods sagely, and voila — your application is

validated. No Aadhaar details, no biometrics, just a good old-fashioned glance at

4 L your mugshot.
The Vigilance Paradox

This raises an intriguing question: How accurate are these validations? Are they truly verifying identities or just
going through the motions? It makes one wonder about the authenticity of licenses issued and votes allotted. It’s

almost as if our vigilant examiners are playing a game of “Spot the Difference” with real-life consequences.
The Identity Thieves: Lurking in the Shadows

While we ponder the mysteries of data validation, there’s another group that’s ever so interested in our Aadhaar
details - identity thieves. These digital bandits are always on the lookout, ready to pounce on any data they can
get their hands on. So, how safe is our data in these various offices and organizations? Is there any way to protect

it from these nefarious characters?
The Knight in Shining Armor
Thankfully, there’s a glimmer of hope on the horizon - the new Data Protection and Privacy Act (DPDPA) 2023.

This legislation promises to be the knight in shining armor we’ve all been waiting for. It mandates that every
organization, regardless of size or nature, must be compliant with data protection norms. It’s like putting a

digital fortress around our precious Aadhaar data.
The Double-Edged Sword

In conclusion, our Aadhaar card is both a blessing and a curse. It simplifies our lives in countless ways, but it also
opens up a Pandora’s box of data privacy concerns. While government offices continue to baffle us with their
photo-only validation methods, and identity thieves lurk in the shadows, the DPDPA 2023 gives us a reason to
hope. Here’s to a future where our Aadhaar data is as safe as our most cherished secrets, guarded by the might of

modern legislation.

So, the next time you hand over your Aadhaar card, take a moment to appreciate the epic journey it embarks on.

Who knew a simple piece of plastic could lead such an adventurouslife? Ann

Pratima Prakash




Meera Velan : Ramya Karanth
K. Venkatesh : Rekha Shivdev
Shilpa Rane : Shaila Pai

Indrani Narashiman : Kavitha Venkatesh

Ramakant Shetty (PHF) :
Ravi Narasimhan (PHF) :
Santosh Venkatappa

Venkat Ramann (PHF) e Ganesh K S (PHF) : 30-Aug

Girish Hebbani .  Sivakumar N. V. (PHF) : 05-Aug
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