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RID 3141, 3142 - Samanvay DISCON 2025
Form link :
https://zfrmz.com/x0LPUkChcrNaODEkKsQ3

Beyond the Veil
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This month, we delve into the Rotary theme of "Peace and Conflict 
Prevention/Resolution," exploring how we can build a more peaceful world. 
We will examine the power of empathy, the importance of dialogue, and the 
pursuit of justice. Drawing inspiration from the lives and achievements of 
Manmohan Singh and Shyam Benegal, we embrace the timeless wisdom of 
Martin Luther King Jr., who reminds us that true peace can only be achieved 
through love and understanding, not hate and darkness.

A Gist of the Magazine

February 2025
Peacebuilding and Conflict Prevention Month

9-13 February - International Assembly,
Orlando, Florida, USA

23 February - Rotary's anniversary

General Officers Of
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RI President Elect Mario Cesar 2025-26
RI General Secretary & CEO John Hewko
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RI Director Aniruddha Roychowdhury 23-25 (Z5&Z6) 
RI Director Elect K. P. Nagesh 2025-27
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Rotary International District 3142 

District Governor- Dinesh Mehta 2024-25:
1101-02, Monrach B wing, Ashar Residency,
Glady Alwares Road, Thane (W).
+91 98200 56341
dineshmehta.dg2425@gmail.com    

First Lady Jyoti Mehta 2024-25: 1101-02,
Monarch B wing, Ashar Residency,
Glady Alwares Rd, Thane (W).
+91 9819356341 | jyotimehta2002@gmail.com 

Vice Governor Mohan Chandavarkar 2024-25:
RC Thane North | 2B 108, Devdaya Park,
Pokhran Rd 1, Samata Nagar, Thane 400606.
+921 98210 54982 | doonmoon@gmail.com

District Treasurer Prakash Rao 2024-25:
RC Thane Downtown | 1201, Anand,
Kores Towers, 1st Pokharan Road, Thane.
+91 98338 16197 | prakash1958@gmail.com

"Calling All Fellow Rotarians of District 3142!
Prepare to be Inspired!"

Experience a new level of exposure and be inspired by 
esteemed guest speakers from diverse backgrounds and 
professions, each with extraordinary achievements.

"Where Rotary Meets Innovation"
"Connect. Collaborate. Inspire."
"Join us for an unforgettable journey
of learning and growth."

Cheque should be drawn in favour of “DISCON 
2025”Bank Details:
Bank Name: TJSB Sahakari Bank Ltd. A-107, 
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Branch: Ram Maruti Road, Thane 
A/c No. : 155121000000012
RTGS/ NEFT/ IFSC Code: TJSB0000155
Pan noAAJAD1696F | GST no.: 27AAJAD1696F1ZK

Coming Soon!
AWESOME ‘SAMANVAY’ DISCON 2025

Rtn. Dinesh Mehta
DG Dist. 3142
+91 98200 56341

Email: discon2025@gmail.com

Rtn. Amol Dharme
DISCON Chair 3142
+91 98210 53558
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he Violet's Whisper
and the Cypress's
StrengthT

Fuel your creativity with...
Namrataa 
#RotaryTimes@3142 GML Editor 24-25

February, that enigmatic month of fleeting 
winter and burgeoning spring, always holds a 
special place in my Rotary heart. While our 
service projects rightfully garner attention – 
eradicating polio, ensuring clean water, 
fostering education – the vital work of 
peacebuilding can sometimes fade into the 
background. Yet, as Gertrude S. Wister so 
eloquently observed, “The flowers of late 
winter and early spring occupy places in our 
hearts well out of proportion to their size.”

This resonates deeply with me, particularly in 
early February, when the Aquarian spirit reigns. 
Independent, intellectual, and deeply concerned 
with humanity's collective well-being, 
Aquarians, much like Rotarians, strive to break 
down barriers, foster understanding, and build a 
more equitable world. This pursuit of peace 
demands intellectual curiosity, a willingness to 
challenge the status quo, and an unwavering 
belief in the power of human connection.

As February unfolds the influence of Pisces 
ascends, the energy shifts, yet equally 
important, energy emerges. The intuitive, 
compassionate Piscean spirit brings a deeper 
layer of empathy and understanding to our 
endeavors. Like the delicate violet, a symbol of 
loyalty and faithfulness, we, as Rotarians, strive 
to cultivate lasting relationships, fostering trust 
and cooperation within and across 
communities. The cypress, a symbol of 
resilience and longevity, serves as a poignant 
reminder that peacebuilding is not a fleeting 
endeavor, but a long-term commitment that 
demands unwavering dedication and 
unwavering support.

Peace blooms where Rotarians sow,
A brighter future, let it grow!

Rotarians sow, with hearts so bright,
Seeds of peace, a guiding light…Savi

February, with its unique blend of Aquarian 
idealism and Piscean compassion, reminds me 
that true peace is not merely the absence of war, 
but the presence of justice, equity, and human 
dignity. It is a time for introspection, a time to 
reflect on our own roles as peacebuilders within 
our communities and beyond. As Rotarians, we 
are called to be agents of change, to cultivate 
empathy, to bridge divides, and to work 
tirelessly towards a more peaceful and just 
world.

“May we strive to be like the violet, 
rooted in loyalty and compassion, and 
like the cypress, standing strong in 
the face of adversity, as we work 
together to build a more peaceful and 
just future."

Echoing the wisdom of Mahatma Gandhi, the 
champion of peace, "The weak can never 
forgive”- Reflecting on his words, we should 
extend forgiveness and understanding as we 
strive to build a world where peace truly 
prevails.

Rotary Times @3142 GML 24-25 
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About Peace Conference 2025: 
https://fb.watch/xfe09lKiXe/
https://fb.watch/xfdO_r0zjY/
https://fb.watch/xfdYi6USHK/

RI President Stephanie Urchick's Message
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he
Magic
of FunT

Let it Spread…

I always walk into meetings at my home club 
of McMurray, Pennsylvania, with a smile on 
my face.

A few years ago, someone arrived late. 
Instead of scolding the person, we cheered. 
Since then, we’ve made it a tradition to 
applaud all members when they arrive for 
meetings. It’s tough not to smile with a 
greeting like that.

There’s nothing more powerful for engaging 
and retaining members than a club that’s 
vibrant, welcoming, and — yes — fun.

Think back to what drew you to Rotary. 
Chances are, it wasn’t just the service 
projects or professional networking. It was 
the people — the friendships, the shared 
laughter, and the joy of working toward a 
common purpose. That’s what keeps us 
coming back.

If you’re looking for that sense of joy in your 
meetings, don’t be afraid to ask yourself and 
your fellow members some tough questions. 
If you were a prospective member, would 
you join your current club? It’s a powerful 
question but don’t stop there.

Do members of your club feel that they 
belong? Are your meetings fun? If not, what 
can you do about it together?

At your next meeting or event, try something 
new to bring out a few extra smiles. It’s the 
simple things that create lasting bonds and 
make clubs simply irresistible.

Here’s one example of a club moving in the 
right direction. The Rotary Club of 
Fukushima, Japan, has been combining 
environmental responsibility with community 
fun since 2021. In Japan, people have made 
picking up trash into a sport known as 
SpoGomi, and every year the club hosts a 
game. This year, more than 400 participants 
cheered each other on while they came 
together to improve their community.

This event is an excellent example of how 
Rotary clubs can have fun, make a difference, 
and raise awareness for broader global 
challenges all at the same time. And the 
inclusive, family-friendly format allows 
people of all ages to participate.

When we enjoy what we do, that energy 
becomes contagious. It’s what attracts new 
members and keeps our clubs strong and 
engaged. It helps people feel that they belong.

Retention and culture go hand in hand. The 
healthier our club culture, the more likely 
members are to stay. Rotary magazine is an 
outstanding resource for inspiration on how to 
enhance our club culture and deepen member 
engagement. I encourage you to explore the 
stories and strategies in these pages, drawing 
from other clubs’ successes to find ideas that 
work for you.

Together, we can create a more engaged, 
enjoyable, and inclusive Rotary that every 
member can feel proud to be part of. Let us 
continue with renewed commitment and 
enthusiasm, living The Magic of Rotary.

I hope you’ll be part of the 2025 Rotary 
Presidential Peace Conference in Istanbul, 
Türkiye, from 20-22 February. Together, 
we’ll explore how we can advance peace in a 
divided world. Let’s connect, learn, and take 
action to build a more peaceful future.

Register today: on.rotary.org/4etU4Jf

I can’t wait to see you there! 

Stephanie A Urchick
President, Rotary International
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A Message from the District Governor
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he Magic
of RotaryT

The latter half of December and the first 
half of January has been a whirlwind of 
activity.
From inaugurating Mega Medical Camps 
and several Blood Donation drives, to 
presiding over and encouraging Club 
initiatives that promoted Chess, Cricket , 
TT and Marathon Runs, to Triumph Runs 
for the differently abled and being there for 
Festivities like Christmas and Makar 
Sankrant and Fund Raisers like a Qawwali 

Night and a Play staged as a Court Room 
Drama Thriller, I felt like a Whirling 
Dervish entranced by devotion to a
divine cause.

Whirling Dervishes are Male Dancers and 
an intrinsic part of the Sufi tradition. Just 
like Dervishes are totally entranced by the 
accompanying Sufi music, so also, I tend to 
believe are Rotary Leaders completely 
immersed in the Magic of Rotary.

February is the month in which Rotary came 
into existence and it is celebrated in the
Rotary World as the Month that we focus on 
Peace and Conflict Resolution. Whilst
Rotary fervently believes in the saying 
“Think Global, Do Local”, most Rotarians 
are unfortunately unaware of what Rotary as 
a global organisation does to promote peace 
and prevent conflict.

Are you, for example , aware that Rotary 
International has established seven Peace 
Centres in different parts of the World. 
These centres offer tailor-made curriculum 
to train individuals in peace building and 
conflict resolution.

A Rotary Peace Fellow at the University of 
Bradford in England used her learning of the 
classes in African politics and UN 
Peacekeeping to set up an organisation that 
encourages South Sudanese women to 
participate in the peace process. 

You can recommend worthy candidates, who 
may be interested in enrolling for a Rotary 
Peace Fellowship, to the Director entrusted 
with this initiative, Ms Smriti Gulwady.

The Shabdkosh defines ‘SAMANVYA’ as 
the bringing together of diverse elements into 
an integrated and harmonious operation,‘A 
Confluence of Excellence’.

This is a very apt description of the District 
Conference scheduled for 1st and 2nd March 
at India's most acclaimed Convention Venue, 
the JIO Convention Centre at the Bandra 
Kurla Complex in Mumbai. It is for the first 
time that Rotary Districts 3141 and 3142 
have united to stage an integrated and 
harmonious  conference. This promises to
be an unforgettable experience of listening to 
famous personnel, feasting on 
mouth-watering delicacies and for evening 
entertainment being treated to some 
foot-tapping music . It is an opportunity, that 
is unique, a combined District Conference.
If you have  not done so already, register 
immediately.

Whirling Dervishes &
Peace Builders

Dinesh Mehta 
District Governor 
2024-25      
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/389235004071433
https://www.facebook.com/share/v/1EVTeo4ByK/niles
https://www.facebook.com/share/v/1A4hwgTJ4s/
https://www.facebook.com/share/v/1DMSSEACpY/
https://www.facebook.com/share/v/1869enNrSh/
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residential
Peace
Conference
2025P

Healing in a Divided World: 20-22 February 
2025, Istanbul, Türkiye Hilton Istanbul 
Bomonti Hotel & Conference Center.

The 2025 Presidential Peace Conference has 
reached its full capacity. Tickets are no 
longer available for purchase. However, 
individuals who are still interested in 
attending can join the waitlist.

On-site registration will not be available.

Led by Rotary International President 
Stephanie Urchick, the 2025 Rotary 
Presidential Peace Conference in Istanbul, 
Türkiye, 20-22 February 2025, will be an 
opportunity for the Rotary community and 
our partners to build on Rotary’s 
contributions to promoting peace by 
exploring:

1. Peace in a polarized world

2. Technology, media, and peacebuilding

3. Environmental issues in peacebuilding

4. Making peace last

The conference will also recognize the launch 
of the new Otto and Fran Walter Rotary 
Peace Center in partnership with Bahçeşehir 
University in Istanbul.

The three-day conference includes keynote 
speakers, panel discussions, and breakout 
sessions that will highlight the many ways 
Rotary members, program participants, 
partners, and community leaders can 
advocate for peace; share stories, insights, 
and ideas about building peace locally and 
globally; and foster meaningful conversations 
about promoting peace within our 
communities and beyond.

Don't miss this special, one-time event 
focused on ways to take action to advance the 
cause of peace and explore important issues 
of our time, including creating sustainable 
peace and healing in a divided world.

Registration for the Presidential Peace 
Conference has reached full capacity. 

Learn more about the conference.
https://www.rotary.org/en/conference-will-hi
ghlight-rotary-power-promote-peace

For additional questions, contact 
Istanbul25@rotary.org.

https://www.rotary.org/en/2025-rotary-presidential-peace-conference
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Rotary History Promoting Peace
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egacy of
PeaceL

Visionary Genesis (1914-1921) "In an era 
shadowed by impending conflict, Rotarians from 
Hamilton, Ontario, illuminated a path toward 
global concord. Their prescient vision crystallized 
into a cornerstone of Rotary's constitution, 
heralding an enduring commitment to
international harmony."

"Pioneers of Peace - 1943: Chester Williams 
engages with high school students during an 
Institute of International Understanding event, 
exemplifying Rotary's early commitment to youth 
education in international relations."

Educational Renaissance (1934-1945) "The 
Institutes of International Understanding 
emerged as beacons of cross-cultural 
dialogue, transforming nearly a thousand 
Rotary clubs into sanctuaries of diplomatic 
discourse. This educational metamorphosis 
culminated in Rotary's pivotal role at the 
United Nations' inception."

Philanthropic Evolution (1947-2002) "The 
Paul Harris Foundation Fellowships 
inaugurated an unprecedented era of peace 
through scholarship. This noble endeavor 
evolved into the distinguished Rotary Peace 
Centers, architecting a legacy of conflict 
resolution expertise."

"Building Tomorrow's Peace - 1944:
The groundbreaking publication 'Peace Is a 
Process' showcased Rotary's 
forward-thinking approach to post-war 
international cooperation."

Contemporary Impact "Rotary's modern 
peace initiatives orchestrate a symphony of 
grassroots activism and high-level 
diplomacy, crafting measurable change 
across global communities."

Historical Note: This narrative distils Rotary 
International's comprehensive chronicles of 
peace-building.
Visit:https://www.rotary.org/en/promoting-peac
e-rotarys-peacebuilding-history-around-world. 

For the full historical narrative,
Read more stories of Rotary peacemaking.
https://www.rotary.org/en/our-causes/
promoting-peace

Explore how Rotarians helped architect global 
diplomacy in this illuminating 1991 address by T. 
Patrick Killough, former U.S. Foreign Service 
veteran. His revelatory speech "The United 
Nations: Made in USA by Rotarians" unveils the 
profound connection between Rotary International 
and the UN's founding principles. Note: This 
summary references T. Patrick Killough's original 
address.

Visit rotary.org for comprehensive insights 
into Rotary's role in international 
peace-building and its ongoing partnership 
with the United Nations.

Rotary's Century-Long Odyssey

otary
and UNR

Partners in Peace.

https://www.rotary.org/en/rotary-representative-network-fosters-global-harmony
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First Lady
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First Lady's
Reflections
on PeaceA YThe key, I have discovered, lies in 

conscious listening. When we truly hear 
ourselves, our fears, our hopes, our biases, 
we become better equipped to hear others. 
This is not always easy. I catch myself 
wanting to interrupt, to impose my solutions. 
But I am learning, just
as we all are, that PEACE BEGINS WITH 
PATIENCE!

ou do not need a CERTIFICATE to be A 
MESSENGER of PEACE. Whether you are 
resolving a disagreement between siblings or 
mediating a community dispute, each action 
ripples outward. START SMALL, perhaps 
by inviting that neighbour you have never 
quite connected with for coffee, or by 
seeking an elder's perspective on a family 
matter.

Remember, every great movement began 
with a single step. As your First Lady, I 
invite you to join me in this GRASSROOTS 
APPROACH to PEACE by transforming our 
Daily Interactions into Building Blocks for 
GLOBAL HARMONY, One Conversation 
At A Time.

“For peace is not merely a 
distant goal that we seek, 
but a means by which we 
arrive at that goal.”- emphasised 
First Lady.

#Peace Begins at Home!

 

With hope and determination,
Jyoti Mehta
Your fellow First Lady 2024-2025

My dear friends in service,

As I sit here reflecting on our journey towards 
PEACE, I am reminded that true harmony 
begins in the smallest moments of our daily 
lives. PEACE, for me is not something that 
only happens in grand conference halls or 
through formal declarations. It begins in our 
homes, at our dining tables, and in our 
everyday interactions. As I reflect on my 
journey as a Rotary spouse and community 
member, I have come to understand that 
peace-building starts with the smallest 
acts of understanding and 
connection nods between 
neighbors, and the 
gentle resolutions of 
family 
disagreements.

I have watched with joy as our Rotary 
sisterhood has transformed simple gatherings, 
be they fellowship parties, festival 
celebrations, or service project walks, into 
powerful forums for peace-building. I have 
noticed how these seemingly casual meetings 
can transform into powerful forums for conflict 
resolution and understanding. 

Just last month, during one of our community 
gatherings, I witnessed something remarkable.

A group of women, initially divided over a 
neighborhood issue, found common ground 
through simply listening to each other. They 
brought in a retired judge from our community 
to mediate, and what began as a conflict 
evolved into a beautiful collaboration for a 
local initiative.

“Making peace isn't about 
waiting for big moments, it 

is about creating them in 
our everyday lives…

-  feels Jyoti.
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Heartwarming: Inner Wheel Club of Thane North 
End steps up with critical donation of 200 blankets to Sion 
Hospital - making winters warmer for those in need!"

Incredible Gesture: Inner Wheel Club of Navi 
Mumbai Sea Side equips cancer patient ashram with 
essential refrigerator and water purifier - bringing 
comfort to those fighting the battle!

Eco-Warriors Alert: Inner Wheel Club of Vasai leads 
groundbreaking plastic recycling awareness drive across 
residential communities - inspiring eco-conscious living! 

Dignity First: Inner Wheel Club of Thane transforms 
Maan Ashram School, Vikramgad with new bathroom doors 
and ceiling fans - enhancing student comfort and dignity!

Innovative Safety: Inner Wheel Club of Thane 
Hills partners with Create Together Foundation to protect 
street dogs with reflective collars - preventing nighttime 
accidents!

Healing Through Play: Inner Wheel Club of 
Chembur Tiara brings joy to pediatric patients at 
Shatabdi Hospital with new toy library - making hospital 
stays brighter! https://www.facebook.com/IWdistrict314

Click to read newsletter: https://publuu.com/flip-book/542276/1694467

ne Selfless
Deed Sparks
Echoes ForeverO

Jyoti Kotak
District Editor 2024-25
IW District 314

Inner Wheel

��



Fellowships & Festivals
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il-Gul
& TraditionsT

A Sankranti Celebration
in Snapshots

Through 
the lens of 

fellowship, Team 
GML captures moments 
from Makar Sankranti 

celebration, where 
tradition met 
sisterhood’

“Each 
blessing 

exchanged carried 
forward our ancestors' 
wisdom of building 
community through 

ritual.”- said
First Lady

SEE it 
to Believe it 

…A photo essay 
from the Makar 

Sankranti celebration held at 
Dombivli Rotary Hall,

January 14, 
2025. 

“In our 
diversity lies 

our strength; in our 
traditions, our unity.”- 
further emphasized 

-FL Jyoti Mehta

Colors of Unity: Yellow and red, the
colors of harvest and hope – painted
the gathering in warm hues. Traditiona
 attire from different states created a living 
museum of Indian cultural heritage.

Lasting Memories:
The farewell gifts of handcrafted

til-gul hampers carried more than
sweets  - they held promises of 

continued fellowship and service.

Sacred Beginnings: Gentle touch of 
Kumkum blessed each forehead, while saris 
in jewel tones swirled through the Dombivli 
Rotary Hall. The traditional Haldi Kumkum 
ceremony wove ancient customs into modern 
fellowship.

Sweet Bonds: Til-gul passed from hand 
to hand, carrying whispered wishes of "god 
god bola." The age-old Maharashtra 
tradition transformed into a metaphor for 
Rotary's mission of spreading sweetness 
through service.

A Feast of Heritage: The buffet table 
told its own story, puran poli steamed next 
to crisp chaklis, while til ladoos glistened 
like little suns. Each region's special 
Sankranti offering created a map of India 
through taste.

�	



Fellowships & Festivals
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ohri
MagicL

Bonfire & Bhangra

"Navi Mumbai's night sky blazed with cultural 
fervor as Rotary Clubs transformed the Nerul 
Gymkhana Grounds into a slice of Punjab, hosting 
a spectacular Lohri celebration that brought 
together hundreds of community members in a 
vibrant display of tradition and joy."

"As the last embers of the sacred bonfire faded 
into the night, the echoes of dhol beats and 
laughter lingered, marking another successful 
celebration that strengthened community bonds 
while preserving the cherished traditions of 
Lohri."

Reported by
Naseema Akhtari
Awesome President 
RCNM Palm Beach

लोह�ी और रोटरी का िमलन

ने�ल के आँगन म� दीप जले,
रोटरी की टीम सब xखुशी से िमले।
लोह�ी की आग म� उ�ीद� जल�,
सेवा की राह म� नई िकरण िखल�।

ढोल की थाप पर भंग�ा छाया,
रोटेिरय� ने िमलकर ज� मनाया।
म�ी की रोटी, सरस� का साग,
हर िदल म� जगा पंजाब का राग।

गवन�र साहब का आशीष िमला,
समाज सेवा का संदेश िमला।
पिरवार सा बना रोटरी का मेला,
लोह�ी की आग म� �ार का रलेा।

रवे�ी, मूँगफली, ग�क की बहार,
गीत� म� झूमा नवी मुंबई का संसार।
सेवा, मै�ी, क�णा का संगम,
लोह�ी म� िखला रोटरी का मधुम।

परपंरा और �गित का िमलन �आ,
हर िदल म� नया उ�ास भरा।
ने�ल िजमखाना म� इितहास रचा,
लोह�ी और रोटरी का संगम सजा।

बु¤ी जी की मेहनत रगं लाई,
नसीमा जी ने महि¥ल सजाई।
याद� म� बसी वो शाम सुहानी,
रोटरी-लोह�ी की अनूठी कहानी।…Savi

Dancing Around Fire

Traditional Fire Ritual

Bhangra Beats Glow

Festive Feast DelightsPunjabi Flavors Shared

Community Celebrates Together
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Quiet
VisionaryT

"Peace is not merely the absence of conflict, 
but the presence of understanding" - This 
philosophy has driven Rotarian Rajendra 
Ruia's remarkable 19-year journey in 
championing Two-Decade Legacy of 
Fostering Global Harmony & peace 
initiatives through Rotary International.

From Mumbai's humming streets to Rotary 
International's helm in Evanston, Rajendra 
Ruia has masterfully orchestrated a 
symphony of peace initiatives since 1987. 
As the District Sub Committee Chair for 
Rotary Peace Fellowship since 2006, his 
vision has cultivated over 27 Peace Fellows 
across Districts 3140-3141 & 3142, each 
now serving as a global ambassador for 
harmony.

Peace Builders Aren't
Born, They Are Nurtured!

His appointment to the Rotary Peace 
Centers Committee at Evanston recognizes 
his exceptional ability to identify and 
develop future peace advocates. Through 
nearly a decade of dedicated service as a 
Peace Fellowship Reader, Rajendra has 
helped shape the next generation of global 
peace architects.

Innovation Meets Impact!

Rajendra's humanitarian footprint extends 
beyond fellowships, notably transforming 
2,000 tribal schools in Palghar with 
pioneering WASH initiatives. His Global 
Grants work, spanning from India to 
Gambia, showcases the borderless nature
of compassionate service.

Leadership Through Service!

Recipient of the Citation for Meritorious 
Service (2014-15) and RI Service Above 
Self Award (2022), Rajendra's dedication 
transcends recognition. His upcoming Arch 
Klumph Society pledge for 2025 reinforces 
his commitment to sustainable 
peace-building.

Well-functioning Government. ...
Sound Business Environment. ...
Equitable Distribution of Resources. ...
Acceptance of the Rights of Others. ...
Good Relations with Neighbours. ...
Free Flow of Information. ...
High Levels of Human Capital. ...
Low Levels of Corruption…
endorses Rtn. Rajendra

Behind Rotary's
Global Harmony

"Vision in Action: Rajendra Ruia at the Rotary Peace Centers Committee, Evanston,
shaping the future of global peace education.

The 8 key Pillars of Positive Peace!

Discover the complete story on peace initiatives at 
https://www.rotary.org/en/our-causes/promoting-peace,  
https://www.rotary.org/en/institute-economics-and-peace

https://www.economicsandpeace.org/wp-content/uploads/2
015/06/Pillars-of-Peace-Report-IEP2.pdf]�




[Disclaimer: This is a condensed version of the official announcement.
For comprehensive program details and application requirements,

visit rotary.org/peace-fellowships
Watch our informational video VISIT: https://youtu.be/J2dWVGPI5zw

RID 3142 Breaking Barriers
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ultivating
PeaceC

Rotary District 3142
Announces 2025 Peace
Fellowship Opportunities

Breaking New Ground

District 3142 proudly celebrates a historic 
milestone with the selection of Sharmeen 
Hakim Indorewala as our inaugural Peace 
Fellow at the University of North Carolina. 
An accomplished journalist and author, 
Indorewala brings extensive expertise in 
constitutional law and human rights 
advocacy to this prestigious program.

Legacy of Peace Leadership

Our district's commitment to peace-building 
excellence continues to flourish, evidenced 
by distinguished alumni including Rukmini 
Iyer (Chulalongkorn University), Indrajeet 
Karle (RC Dombivli), and Anuradha (Thane 
Green City).

Applications Open for 2025
Rotary Peace Fellows Program

- Application Period: February - May 2025

- Programs: Master's Degree and 
Professional Development Certificate

- Focus Areas: Peace Studies, Conflict 
Resolution, International Development

"Breaking Barriers: Sharmeen 
Hakim Indorewala, District 
3142's pioneering Peace Fellow,
exemplifies the transformative 
power of Rotary's commitment 
to global peace-building."

Contact
For application guidance and support:
PP Smriti Gulwady
Director, Peace Studies, RID 3142
Contact: 98333 72274
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immy Carter's
vision for peaceJ

“Peace is not merely the absence
of war, but a tapestry of justice 
and human dignity." - Jimmy 
Carter

You might picture Jimmy Carter, the 39th 
U.S. president, surrounded by the grandeur 
of the White House. But in reality, his 
legacy extends far beyond the Oval Office. 
This remarkable man, known for his 
unwavering commitment to peace and 
human rights, has dedicated his 
post-presidency to making a profound and 
lasting impact on the world.

“In an extraordinary chronicle of service 
that transcended presidential bounds, 
Jimmy Carter, the 39th U.S. President and 
esteemed Paul Harris Fellow, exemplified 
Rotary's ideals of peace-building and 
humanitarian service. His remarkable 
journey from the Oval Office to becoming a 
global peace ambassador resonated deeply 
with Rotary's mission of fostering 
international understanding.

The Carter Center, established in 1982 with 
his wife Rosalynn, emerged as an epitome 
of hope, championing human rights, 
democratic processes, and global health 
initiatives. This institution's work in 
election monitoring and conflict mediation 
across challenging regions like 
Israel-Palestine, Sudan, Syria, and Liberia 
aligned seamlessly with Rotary's 
commitment to peace and conflict 
prevention.

Carter's recognition with the 2002 Nobel 
Peace Prize celebrated his tireless 
dedication to diplomatic solutions and 
human rights advocacy. His partnership 
with service organizations, particularly 
acknowledging Rotary International's 
leadership in polio eradication, 
demonstrated the power of collaborative 
humanitarian efforts. The Carter Centre’s 
innovative disease eradication programs, 
including the campaign against Guinea 
worm disease, paralleled Rotary's global 
health initiatives.

From the historic Camp David 
Accords to his continued 
community service in Plains, 
Georgia, Carter's legacy illustrated 
that peace-building begins with 
individual commitment and extends 
to global impact. His vision of 
universal human rights, 
encompassing healthcare access, 
education, and democratic 
freedoms, mirrored Rotary's 
comprehensive approach to 
sustainable peace.

"In the pursuit of peace,
we must be as dedicated and 
strategic as those who wage 
war." - Jimmy Carter

In 1978, as president, Carter 
orchestrated peace talks between 
Egyptian President Anwar Sadat, 
left, and Israeli Prime Minister 
Menachem Begin, right. The talks 
served as a model when the former 
president and his wife founded the 
Carter Center in 1982.

Disclaimer: This feature draws inspiration from the original article By Diana Schoberg "Jimmy Carter's Vision for Peace." 
For the complete story and additional insights, visit https://www.rotary.org/en/jimmy-carter-says-peace-must-be-fought

Adapted by Team GML, RID 3142, honoring President Carter's enduring legacy of service and peace-building.

An Elegy for President Carter

RID 3142 remembers James Earl Carter,
A life dedicated, a spirit unfurled. 

The Nobel Peace Prize, a crown well-earned, 
For decades of service, a beacon discerned.

A Paul Harris Fellow, his spirit aligned, 
With Rotary's purpose, a kindred mind. 

"Service Above Self," his mantra, clear and bright, 
He built bridges of peace, a guiding light.

Though death has claimed him, his legacy endures,
In hearts and minds, his spirit it secures. 

RID 3142 will cherish his name, 
And strive for his vision, a world free from shame...Savi

Team GML: This elegy aims to honor President Carter's memory while 
also inspiring members of RID 3142 to continue their work towards a 
more peaceful and just world.

��



Disclaimer: This feature is an adaptation of a more comprehensive profile. For the complete story and additional insights into Mary Ann Peters' work at the Carter 
Center, visit - https://www.rotary.org/en/rotarian-uses-diplomacy-carter-center: A Conversation with Mary Ann Peters, CEO of the Carter Center. VISIT: 
https://www.rotary.org/en/rotarys-network-enables-rapid-humanitarian-relief-ukrainian-refugees?cid=soc_ukraine_20220517_soc_yt_pub_wochit_roundup_na

Rotary International
News Flash from Around the Globe
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ary Ann
Peters'
JourneyM

from Rotary Exchange to
Global Peace Leadership

Jaw, jaw, is better than
war, war!
In an era where global leadership demands 
both diplomatic finesse and grassroots 
engagement, Mary Ann Peters stands as a 
testament to the power of cross-cultural 
understanding and dedicated service. As the 
CEO of the Carter Center and a committed 
Rotarian, Peters brings three decades of 
State Department expertise to bear on some 
of the world's most pressing challenges.

Peters' journey to international leadership 
began with a transformative Rotary Youth 
Exchange to Paris, laying the foundation for 
a distinguished diplomatic career that would 
culminate in her appointment as U.S. 
Ambassador to Bangladesh. Her 
experiences navigating complex global 
situations, particularly during the post-9/11 
era, have shaped her belief in the paramount 
importance of dialogue over conflict

Under her stewardship, the Carter Center 
continues its vital work addressing 
neglected diseases and promoting human 
rights, while forging crucial partnerships 
between governments and 
non-governmental organizations. As Martha 
Brooks, former chair of the Carter Center 
Board of Councillors, notes, "She's an 
interpreter of the world.".

Peters' dedication to service manifests in her 
consistent presence at weekly Rotary 
meetings, demonstrating her commitment to 
building relationships at both local and global 
levels. Her leadership style, combining 
principled action with practical engagement, 
ensures the Carter Centre’s continued impact 
on global health and peace initiatives.

Despite different backgrounds, Peters shares 
with President Jimmy Carter a fundamental 
commitment to service and peace-building. 
As Bob Hope, an Atlanta Rotarian observes, 
she has successfully worked to institutionalize 
Carter's legacy while steering the organization 
into its next chapter.
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Shades of Service

Starlit Beginnings: "December 21st, 2024, began with a 
truly magical experience. I joined RC Thane West for their 
Star Gazing event, where children and Rotarians alike were 
mesmerized by the cosmos. As we gazed upon the stars, I 
felt a profound sense of connection, a reminder that our 
Rotary family unites us all under the same vast sky. These 
moments of wonder, shared with such enthusiasm, brought 
a warmth to my heart.”

Spirit Of Giving, We Find Our Truest Joy: “On December 
22nd, the spirit of giving shone brightly. I was honored to 
inaugurate a Mega Medical Camp, a remarkable joint effort 
by RC Thane East and Thane North.”
 Witnessing the selfless acts of blood donation at RC 
Hiranandani Ivan deeply moved me. Every smile, every act 
of service, reaffirmed the powerful impact of our Rotary 
family.” “The month culminated with the vibrant District 
Christmas Party, a joyous celebration filled with fellowship 
and cheer. Sharing this festive occasion with our Rotarians 
was a true gift.”

ROCHESS and Theatre for Change: “January kicked 
off with a bang! I attended ROCHESS 2024 in Thane 
North, a showcase of Rotarian talent and innovation. 
Seeing the "strategic minds at ROCHESS 2024" 
reminded me of how Rotary meticulously plans each 
move to create a positive impact on people's lives. 
“Later, I was captivated by the courtroom drama "16 
January ki Raat," presented by RC Hiranandani Ivan as a 
fundraiser for a noble cause. The performance was a 
powerful reminder of how art can be a driving force for 
social change.”

New Year, Renewed Purpose: “Starting January 
with the RC Dombivli Winners' exhibition brought 
me a renewed sense of hope and purpose. Their 
fundraising efforts exemplified Rotary's unwavering 
commitment to sustainable service, and it was a 
privilege to be there to witness it firsthand.”

Learning and Excellence: "January 11th was a day 
brimming with inspiration. I witnessed the future of 
Rotary unfold at the 'Lakshya' DTLS, a program 
designed to nurture our next generation of leaders.
The energy and enthusiasm were contagious. 
“Later, at the ROVEX Vocational Excellence Awards, 
I was humbled by the extraordinary achievements of 
our community members who serve selflessly through 
their professions.”

Learning and Excellence: "January 11th was a day 
brimming with inspiration. I witnessed the future of 
Rotary unfold at the 'Lakshya' DTLS, a program 
designed to nurture our next generation of leaders.
The energy and enthusiasm were contagious. 
“Later, at the ROVEX Vocational Excellence Awards, 
I was humbled by the extraordinary achievements of 
our community members who serve selflessly through 
their professions.”

A Marathon of Service:  "From sports to special needs, 
Rotary runs the extra mile" 
"On January 12th, Rotary's spirit of service shone 
brightly. I cheered alongside enthusiastic crowds at the 
MARATHON organized by RC Kalyan Riverside, 
witnessing the incredible dedication of the runners.”

A Day of Multiple Triumphs:
https://www.facebook.com/share/v/14zkrj8cWN/
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“The thrill continued at the District TT Competition 
hosted by RC Dombivli Midtown, where the competitive 
spirit was palpable.”
“Later, the Rotary Premium League by RC Dombivli East 
showcased the vibrant energy of our Rotarians. The day 
culminated with a productive District Review Meeting, 
where we assessed our progress and planned for the future 
with renewed vigour.”
“The following day, January 13th, I was deeply moved by 
the Annual Day of Saksham Special Children's School, 
organized by RC Dombivli Uptown. Witnessing the joy 
and resilience of these amazing children and their families 
filled my heart with gratitude.”

Fostering Innovation and Youth : The 15th of January 
saw me engaged with the Nation Builders Awards of 
RCT Horizon. 
The 17th of January was a culinary delight as I attended 
a Cookery Contest with millets as the medium, hosted 
by RCT Hiranandani  Legends.
The 18th of January was a day of diverse events.
I participated in the exciting Dombivli Olympics 
organized by RC Dombivli East and witnessed the 
innovative projects at the Science Mela hosted by RCT 
North. I also inaugurated the Thematic RYLA, 
ADVAIT, a leadership training program for youth, 
organized by RCT Northend. The SAEVUS ECO-QUIZ 
2024-25 by RCT Hills was an engaging event promoting 
environmental awareness. The day concluded with the 
vibrant District Lohri celebration hosted by RC Navi 
Mumbai Palm Beach. 
The 19th of January was another eventful day. I 
participated in a Blood Donation Camp in collaboration 
with JITO, organized by RCT Lake City and RCT 
Premium. I also attended the Young Master Chess 
Tournament hosted by RCT Green Spans. The NBA 
team of RC Thana West kept me engaged throughout 
the day. The Nation Builder Award and Vocational 
Excellence Award 2025 ceremony hosted by RCSC NM 
concluded the day with a sense of accomplishment.

Culminating in Community Care: "January 20th was a 
day filled with the spirit of 'Service Above Self.' 
Witnessing the Nikshay Mitra food kit distribution at 
TMC alongside Commissioner Saurabh Rao ji was a 
humbling experience. Seeing the impact of our 
partnership firsthand, supporting those battling 
tuberculosis, brought a profound sense of gratitude. 
These moments of service are the heart of Rotary, and 
they remind me that there is still so much more to 
achieve together."

These last months has been an extraordinary 
journey for me as District Governor. Every 
event I attended, often accompanied by my 
spouse, was a source of immense pride and 
gratitude. Witnessing the dedication and 
passion of our Rotarians firsthand, seeing the 
positive impact they are creating in our 
communities, has been truly inspiring.

Each interaction, each project, each shared 
meal – these were not just moments; they 
were gifts. Gifts of service, of fellowship, of 
the human spirit at its best. The energy, the 
laughter, the shared purpose – it's these 
moments that will forever be cherished.

And while we have accomplished much, 
there is still more to go. As Mahatma Gandhi 
once said, "The best way to find yourself is 
to lose yourself in the service of others." Let 
us continue to serve, to inspire, and to make 
a lasting difference in the world…DG 

Constitutional Values and Care: "Visiting the Triumph 
Blood Bank on January 14th and meeting Thalassemia 
patients was incredibly humbling. It's a powerful 
reminder of why we serve. "Meeting thalassemia 
patients at Triumph Blood Bank reminded me why we 
serve."  The privilege of attending the Constitution Talk, 
hosted by a consortium of eight clubs, was a valuable 
learning experience. It grounded our service in 
democratic values. These experiences brought me 
immense pride and gratitude. There is still much more 
to do, but I am confident that together, we can make a 
meaningful difference. "

	�
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“The thrill continued at the District TT Competition 
hosted by RC Dombivli Midtown, where the competitive 
spirit was palpable.”
“Later, the Rotary Premium League by RC Dombivli East 
showcased the vibrant energy of our Rotarians. The day 
culminated with a productive District Review Meeting, 
where we assessed our progress and planned for the future 
with renewed vigour.”
“The following day, January 13th, I was deeply moved by 
the Annual Day of Saksham Special Children's School, 
organized by RC Dombivli Uptown. Witnessing the joy 
and resilience of these amazing children and their families 
filled my heart with gratitude.”

Fostering Innovation and Youth : The 15th of January 
saw me engaged with the Nation Builders Awards of 
RCT Horizon. 
The 17th of January was a culinary delight as I attended 
a Cookery Contest with millets as the medium, hosted 
by RCT Hiranandani  Legends.
The 18th of January was a day of diverse events.
I participated in the exciting Dombivli Olympics 
organized by RC Dombivli East and witnessed the 
innovative projects at the Science Mela hosted by RCT 
North. I also inaugurated the Thematic RYLA, 
ADVAIT, a leadership training program for youth, 
organized by RCT Northend. The SAEVUS ECO-QUIZ 
2024-25 by RCT Hills was an engaging event promoting 
environmental awareness. The day concluded with the 
vibrant District Lohri celebration hosted by RC Navi 
Mumbai Palm Beach. 
The 19th of January was another eventful day. I 
participated in a Blood Donation Camp in collaboration 
with JITO, organized by RCT Lake City and RCT 
Premium. I also attended the Young Master Chess 
Tournament hosted by RCT Green Spans. The NBA 
team of RC Thana West kept me engaged throughout 
the day. The Nation Builder Award and Vocational 
Excellence Award 2025 ceremony hosted by RCSC NM 
concluded the day with a sense of accomplishment.

Culminating in Community Care: "January 20th was a 
day filled with the spirit of 'Service Above Self.' 
Witnessing the Nikshay Mitra food kit distribution at 
TMC alongside Commissioner Saurabh Rao ji was a 
humbling experience. Seeing the impact of our 
partnership firsthand, supporting those battling 
tuberculosis, brought a profound sense of gratitude. 
These moments of service are the heart of Rotary, and 
they remind me that there is still so much more to 
achieve together."

These last months has been an extraordinary 
journey for me as District Governor. Every 
event I attended, often accompanied by my 
spouse, was a source of immense pride and 
gratitude. Witnessing the dedication and 
passion of our Rotarians firsthand, seeing the 
positive impact they are creating in our 
communities, has been truly inspiring.

Each interaction, each project, each shared 
meal – these were not just moments; they 
were gifts. Gifts of service, of fellowship, of 
the human spirit at its best. The energy, the 
laughter, the shared purpose – it's these 
moments that will forever be cherished.

And while we have accomplished much, 
there is still more to go. As Mahatma Gandhi 
once said, "The best way to find yourself is 
to lose yourself in the service of others." Let 
us continue to serve, to inspire, and to make 
a lasting difference in the world…DG 

Constitutional Values and Care: "Visiting the Triumph 
Blood Bank on January 14th and meeting Thalassemia 
patients was incredibly humbling. It's a powerful 
reminder of why we serve. "Meeting thalassemia 
patients at Triumph Blood Bank reminded me why we 
serve."  The privilege of attending the Constitution Talk, 
hosted by a consortium of eight clubs, was a valuable 
learning experience. It grounded our service in 
democratic values. These experiences brought me 
immense pride and gratitude. There is still much more 
to do, but I am confident that together, we can make a 
meaningful difference. "
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emembering
the GiantsR

A Conversation on
Loss and Legacy

Giants at Rest
An Elegy for Singh & Benegal

In silence now two giants take their rest,
Each having served our nation at its best.
Singh with wisdom steered our economic way,
While Benegal's lens brought truth to light of day.

One shaped our future with a steady hand,
His reforms transforming our beloved land
 The other painted stories brave and true,
Through silver screen, perspectives fresh and new.

Though both have passed beyond our mortal sphere,
Their legacy continues, crystal clear.
In policies that lift the common man,
In films that show us who we truly can.

So let us not in darkness long remain,
But celebrate the light they helped us gain.
For while these titans now may sleep profound,
Their work in countless lives shall still resound.

Manmohan
Singh

Shyam
Benegal
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It feels strange to talk about loss in the 
present tense, but 2024 was a year that saw 
India bid farewell to some of its most 
brilliant minds. We lost Manmohan Singh, 
the quiet economist who steered the ship of 
the Indian economy through stormy waters, 
and Shyam Benegal, the filmmaker who 
dared to show us the India that lived beyond 
the glitz of Bollywood.

Losing these giants feels like losing a part 
of ourselves. Manmohan Singh, the quiet 
economist who steered India's economy 
through a period of unprecedented growth, 
was more than just a politician. He was a 
symbol of integrity and intellectual 
brilliance. His calm demeanor and 
unwavering focus on the nation's progress 
were a constant source of reassurance.  As 
the world grappled with globalization, 
Singh navigated India's path with a steady 
hand, opening up the economy while 
ensuring social welfare. He reminded us, 
like the great Nelson Mandela, that 
"education is the most powerful weapon 
which you can use to change the world.".

As we mourn their passing, it is easy to 
feel a sense of despair. But perhaps, as 
Albert Camus The French-Algerian 
writer once wrote in 1940s, "In the 
midst of winter, I found there was, 
within me, an invincible summer." We 
can find solace in the knowledge that 
their legacies will continue to inspire 
future generations. Manmohan Singh's 
economic reforms continue to shape our 
lives, and Shyam Benegal's films 
continue to be watched and appreciated 
by audiences across the globe.

And then there was Shyam Benegal, the 
filmmaker showed us the power of 
storytelling and who dared to challenge the 
status quo. His films were not just 
entertainment, they were mirrors reflecting 
the realities of Indian society, its joys! its 
sorrows! and its struggles of ordinary 
people, Benegal, with his artistic lens, 
illuminated the injustices that permeated 
society, giving a voice to the voiceless, 
reminding us that art has the power to 
move, to inspire, to provoke change.

PM Modi remembers Late Dr Manmohan Singh: 
• https://www.instagram.com/reel/DEEwoPISO_i/?utm_source=ig

_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
• https://youtu.be/hPXQkkO-MIc?si=_gMAlfxFHW9J0vcY
• https://youtu.be/EUxuz3Fn8-c?si=UHWI_4Ls8ufwWoMM
• https://www.instagram.com/p/DEDTk68ocOZ/?utm_source=ig_

web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA=

• Shyam Bengal: https://www.youtube.com/live/qXPGRQ2T2PI?si=mbqUqt__RBdVBfOs
• I will never stop till…. 

https://www.instagram.com/reel/DD9X-9zTreX/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRl
ODBiNWFlZA==

• Benegal’s Interviews from 2006: https://youtu.be/lDpXpYMnd20
• Shyam Benegal on his Film Journey: 

https://youtu.be/vM1CYnh76Qw?si=RIl4BJCpGNcN1vZN

emembering
Manmohan Singh
& Shyam BenegalR

‘May their memory inspire us to embody their values, striving to cultivate a world that mirrors the 
ideals they so passionately championed.’

Share your thoughts!  Spark a conversation! We at Team GML would love to hear about the 
inspiring individuals who shaped our country. Tell us their stories, and how their legacies can 
continue to illuminate the path towards a brighter future for all of us.  Share  in max.100 words 
with 2 Images, via email at rt3142gml2425@gmail.com or join the conversation on social media 
using #GMLInspired.

	�



RID3142 @Spotlight
�����	���������
��

F
Dear Fellow Rotarians,

February is recognized by Rotary as Peace 
Building and Conflict Prevention Month, 
focusing on its mission to create lasting 
change. Rotary works to address the root 
causes of conflict, like poverty, inequality and 
lack of education, by encouraging dialogue, 
understanding and cooperation to build justice, 
harmony and peace worldwide.

Details Of Upcoming Events:

Event: Project Annapurna
Date: Saturday, 14th February 2025
Contact Person: JDS Resham Thanekar
(M: 9833667128)
This ongoing district initiative aims to 
encourage and support clubs in their efforts to 
address hunger and help those in need. As part 
of this initiative, clubs are encouraged to 
organize food distribution drives on specific 
dates each month. These events are designed to 
provide essential support to underprivileged 
communities, ensuring that they have access to 
food and resources. Please make sure to submit 
your project report to AG, DS and JDS Resham 
Thanekar after the event.

Event: CSR Conclave and Major Donor 

Dinner
Date: Saturday, 21st February 2025
Contact Person: DSC-CSR Prasad 
Tendulkar (M: 9820025931)
The Rotary Club of Thane Green City is proud 
to host this prestigious event at Hotel Satkar 
Residency, starting at 7 PM. This will be one of 
the most significant events of the AWESOME 
year, graced by the presence of Padma Bhushan 
Smt. Rajashreeji Birla as the Chief Guest and 
TRF Trustee Dr. Bharat Pandya as the Guest of 
Honor. Additionally, several distinguished 
Rotary International luminaries will also be 
attending.
The event will highlight the contributions of 
CSR organizations in supporting community 
welfare initiatives. We will also showcase our 
impactful community projects and recognize 
the unwavering commitment of our Rotarians, 
particularly those who have supported The 
Rotary Foundation (TRF) by becoming Major 
Donors. For further details, please contact 
Convenor or the Host Club President,
Prasant Patro, at 9082184160.

Event: District PEACE Seminar
Date: Saturday, 23rd February 2025
Contact Person: Convenor Pallavi Phoujdar
Rotary International has consistently 
championed peace and conflict resolution as a 
cornerstone of its mission. In a world 
increasingly affected by division and unrest, 
the significance of a Peace Seminar cannot be 
overstated.

The Rotary Club of Thane North is proud to 
host the District Peace Seminar this year. The 
event will take place at the Rotary Centre, 
TMC School No. 19, Vishnu Nagar, Naupada, 
Thane (W), starting at 7:30 am.

This seminar is not just an event but a platform 
to reaffirm Rotary’s dedication to fostering 
understanding, bridging divides, and reducing 
conflicts. It is a call to action for Rotarians to 
lead by example in promoting peace and 
harmony. By attending, participants contribute 
to creating meaningful change and inspiring 
others to join this critical mission.

Peace is more than the absence of conflict; it is 
the presence of justice, equality, and 
opportunity for all. Rotary is uniquely 
positioned to lead this effort and make a lasting 
impact on communities worldwide. Join us in 
building a more peaceful and inclusive world.

For more details, please contact the Convenor 
or the Host Club President, Medha Joshi on 
9821325167.

Together, we’ve achieved something
remarkable, and I look forward to what we
can accomplish as a team in the future. 
Thank you for your dedication and support.

Best regards,
Rtn. Shirish Songadkar
CEO & Chief Coordinator
RY 2024-25

ebruary
Disrict
Engagement

Below are the OCV details for the month of February.
1.     Saturday, 1st  February 2025 – Rotary Club of Kalyan Tigers
2.     Sunday, 2nd February 2025 – Rotary Club of Palava
3.     Friday, 7th February 2025 – Rotary Club of Central Kalyan
4.     Saturday, 8th February 2025 – Rotary Club of Badlapur
5.     Sunday, 9th February 2025 – Rotary Club of Hiranandani Ivan
6.     Thursday, 13th February 2025 – Rotary Club of Thane Ghodbunder 
7.     Friday, 14th February 2025 – Rotary Club of Dombivli North
8.     Wednesday, 19th February 2025 – Rotary Club of Thana West
9.     Thursday, 20th February 2025 – Rotary Club of Dombivli Midtown
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तुमने कभी िकसी रोटरी मे काम िकया?
 हा िकया!

 तुमने कभी िकसी िडªाॅन म� पािट¬ िसपेट िकया?
 हा िकया!

 लेिकन दो िडि°±²के सम³य िडªाॅनमे,
िजयोम� पाट´िसपेट िकया?
नही िकया! नह� िकया !

तो अब करो.... 
गाओ ओम,

सम³य िडªाॅन ओम! सम³य िडªाॅन ओम!

The
Countdown
Begins!

Join the grandest gathering of Rotary 
Districts 3141 & 3142 at the prestigious Jio 
World Convention Centre, BKC, Mumbai 
on March 1-2, 2025.

‘सम�य’ DISTRICT 
CONFERENCE 2025
Where Rotary Meets Innovation
March 1-2, 2025

	�

RID 3141, 3142 - Samanvay DISCON 2025
Form link : https://zfrmz.com/x0
LPUkChcrNaODEkKsQ3

EVENT DETAILS
• Date: March 1-2, 2025
• Venue: Jio World Convention Centre, 

BKC, Mumbai
• Participants: Rotarians from Mumbai, 

Thane, Navi Mumbai & Palghar

REGISTRATION
Make cheques payable to "DISCON 2025"
Bank: TJSB Sahakari Bank Ltd.
A/c No.: 155121000000012
IFSC: TJSB0000155
PAN: AAJAD1696F 
GST: 27AAJAD1696F1ZK

CONTACT
DG Rtn. Dinesh Mehta: +91 98200 56341 
DISCON Chair Rtn.
Amol Dharme: +91 98210 53558
Email: discon2025@gmail.com

Do not miss this transformative 
experience where every moment becomes 
a cherished memory.

Register now to secure your
place in this landmark event!

Hello Friends!
I'm excited to share with you an incredible 
opportunity to attend the Samanvay DISCON, 
a district conference jointly organized by Rotary 
Districts 3141 and 3142.
This prestigious event will take place on March 1st 
and 2nd at the state-of-the-art Jio Convention 
Centre in Mumbai.

We have an impressive lineup of speakers, 
including Sandeep Patra ji, renowned military 
personalities, Police Commissioner Vivek 
Phansalkar ji, journalist Sudhir Chaudhary ji, and 
Bollywood stars , Kamya Karthikeyan, Surma 
Sandeep singh, swami Gyanvatsal ,Ginis record 
holder Yoga man Saurav Bothra , Bharati Thakur 
from narmadayan,Kauthub h Amte ,Sai sansthan 
shirdi's ex chairman Dr. Suresh Haware, 
Bollywood stars & many more . This conference 
promises to be an enriching experience, with 
insightful sessions, Entertainment, Dance troops, 
standup comedian,fashion show , various 
competitions,lucky draws and networking 
opportunities in House of friendship.

The Jio Convention Centre offers a 
world-class ambience, with exquisite food 
and beverages. 
As a Rotarian, this is a unique chance to 
attend a conference of this caliber.
More than 1800 Rotarians are already 
registered for this.

The registration fee is `18,000 + GST. If 
you're interested, I'd be happy to send you the 
payment link. 
If you need more time to decide, Our team 
will do follow up with You or just give call to 
Your club president.

Don't miss this chance to be part of 
Samanvay DISCON! ¹

Amol Dharme 
Samnvay Discon Chairman



Finish Strong
Next Steps 

Hey Steve…. 

I am back again with some numbers, to 
pick your brains. I urge all of you to 
introspect and course correct now, so that 
we can conclude the year in an Awesome 
manner in the Membership Front. We at 
the Membership team were quite bullish 
on the growth in the first quarter of the 
year and are still quite optimistic about 
the expected pattern towards the end of 
the Awesome year. I urge you now to 
engage the New Members so that they are 
retained on the one hand and on the other, 
be very selective on new member 
addition. The Membership numbers 
dipped at the end of the second quarter of 
the Year, however I am confident that 
Awesome Presidents will prove their 
mettle by sustaining the numbers and 
achieve a minimum Net Gain of 20% by 
the end of the Awesome Year. By 
achieving this target this year will 
become truly Awesome. 

As discussed in every forum including the 
Membership Seminars the Rotarians are 
the strength of the organization. 
Philanthropists with big hearts are 
available the world over, for supporting a 
cause however dedicated and focused 
volunteers are required to ensure the last 
mile delivery of the Projects. 

The Samvidhan ka Amrit Mahotsav have 
been concluded successfully and 
achievements across avenues have been 
recognized. Here before I give the figures, 
I would personally like to take 
responsibility of an error in reporting the 
figures of growth in the Tier 3 Clubs.  RC 
Dombivli East have registered an 
outstanding Net Growth of 48 members, 
which is truly Awesome considering that 
their growth percentage is based on basic 
Membership which is in excess of 200 
members. 

I am pleased to recognize the efforts of the
Clubs in increasing their Membership which
are as follows:  

Tier I Clubs:
1. Rotary Club of Thane Royales: 133.33%
2. Rotary Club of Kalyan City: 100%

Tier II Clubs:
1. Rotary Club of Thane Lake City: 26.32%
2. Rotary Club of Navi Mumbai Palm Beach: 

25%

Tier III Clubs:
1. Rotary Club of Dombivli East: 22.22%
2. Rotary Club of Dombivli: 18.52%
3. Rotary Club of Navi Mumbai Hillside: 15%

Overall, the top achieving Clubs in 
Membership across the Tiers are as 
follows:
1. Rotary Club of Thane Royales: 133.33%
2. Rotary Club of Kalyan City: 100%
3. Rotary Club of Thane Passion: 85.71%

It is extremely important for all of us to 
consider the above figures as a source of 
Inspiration to work assiduously to 
continue the Growth Story of RI District 
3142. We are at the cusp of setting a 
benchmark in the annals of history of the 
district. I urge you to have meetings and 
Projects wherein the new Members are 
effectively assimilated in the Club. 

Delegate responsibilities to them based 
on their area of Interest. Have interactive 
panel discussions in your Clubs where the 
new Members are made to talk about 
their Classification, their families, their 
achievements, etc. A clap, a word of 
appreciation and recognition will surely 
break barriers so that there is seamless 
assimilation of the New Members.

We are just halfway through the 
Awesome year and the remaining months 
of the year is still available to sign off in a 
truly Awesome manner.

Do you get me Steve…! 

Au Revoir
DMC Ravi Iyer

Membership Miscellania
������������������������
�	������������

	




Foundation Snippets
������������������� ������������������������������������������
�������������

Mid-Year
ChronicleA

of Unprecedented Generosity
July to December 2024
“When generosity meets vision, miracles happen. 
District 3142's journey exemplifies this truth, setting 
new benchmarks in The Rotary Foundation's 
mission of doing good
in the world.”- DG Dinesh Mehta

A Million-Dollar Evening: Installation Celebration 
Sets New Giving Records
• On the installation day of our DG Dinesh Mehta, 

we were honoured to have PRIP Ravindran as the 
chief guest.

• A dinner and felicitation program was organized 
for donors contributing $1,000
or more and committing $5,000 or above.

• Club Presidents who committed $10,000, $25,000, 
or $50,000 and above as club contributions were 
also felicitated.

• This event helped us raise over $174,000
for the Annual Fund, bringing the total to over 
$217,000 by the end of August 2024.

• The overall commitment reached an impressive $1 
million for the year.

Early Achiever Award Status -
August 2024
• By August 2024, 100% of the clubs contributed 

$100 or more to the Annual Fund, qualifying for 
the Early Achiever Award.

Historic 1st TRF Seminar Catalyses 
Record-Breaking: (23rd September 2024)
• TRF Trustee Chair Mark Maloney and

TRF Trustee Dr. Bharat Pandya graced
our district as guests during our first TRF Seminar.

• This event boosted the Annual Fund to
over $250,000 and the total TRF collections to 
over $406,000.

• Donors contributing $1,000 and above were 
felicitated for their generous contributions.

2nd TRF Seminar marked significant strides in 
Foundation giving: (23rd November 2024)
• RIDE K. P. Nagesh was the chief guest for the 

second TRF Seminar.
• The seminar further elevated the Annual Fund to 

$350,000, with total TRF collections reaching 
$600,000.

Trailblazing 3142 Fundraising Excellence - Nov 
2024
• As of 25th November 2024, District 3142 

achieved the First Position in Zone 4 for Annual 
Fund collections of over $350,000.

• This performance also secured the Second Position 
across Zones 4, 5, 6, and 7.

• We also achieved Second Position in Zone 4 for 
contributing $ 50,000 to Endowment Fund. 

Annual Fund Performance Snapshot
• As on today, the per capita contribution to the Annual Fund stands at 

$100, with total contributions amounting to $365,000.

Pillars of Generosity: RID 3142's Giving Legacy
• Our district's philanthropic commitment shines through:
• Visionary Support: 11 Major Givers leading transformative change
• Dedicated Impact: 16 Major Donors strengthening our foundation
• Sustained Service: 257 Paul Harris Fellows championing

humanitarian causes

Pillars of Generosity:
• District Milestone Achievement
• Collection surpassed $15,000 mark

Building Tomorrow's Legacy: Endowment Fund Update
• Current Total: $655,175
• Status: Achieved as of today
• Nature: Total contribution to The Rotary Foundation

TOP 10 Per Capita Annual Fund
Name of club Rotarians AF Per Capita Annual Fund YTD
Hiranandani Ivan, MH, India 27 $1,895.71 $51,184.28 
Thane Downtown, MH, India 47 $591.79 $27,814.28 
Smart City Navi Mumbai, MH, India 45 $321.10 $14,449.55 
Thane Hills, MH, India 113 $310.41 $35,076.52 
Ambarnath North, MH, India 33 $303.03 $10,000.00 
Thane City, MH, India 16 $260.47 $4,167.59 
Thane North, MH, India 50 $225.79 $11,289.29 
Navi Mumbai Samaritans, MH, India 22 $225.16 $4,953.58 
Thane Skyline, MH, India 25 $218.28 $5,457.01 
Thane Lake City, MH, India 38 $205.48 $7,808.31 

NEW MAJOR DONORS JAN 2025
Donor Recognition Level Rotary Club  
Raymond Lifestyle Limited Major Donor Level 2 Thane Premium, MH (86092)
Manish Joshi Major Donor Level 1 Ambarnath, MH (15484)  
Dattajirao Y. Patil Major Donor Level 1 Navi Mumbai Hill Side, MH (27191)
Raymond Luxury Cotton Limited  Major Donor Level 1 Thane Premium, MH (86092)
Sai Sushrut Vaidya and Sushrut Bhalchandra Vaidya Major Donor Level 1 New Kalyan, MH

Top 10 Clubs Overall Contribution
Name Annual Fund PolioPlus Fund Other Funds Endowment Fund Total Amount
Thane Downtown, MH, India $27,814.28 $260.29 $29,642.86 $20,059.52 $77,776.95
Thane Premium, MH, India $3,779.87 $159.52 $64,410.93  - $68,350.32
Thane Hills, MH, India $35,076.52 $2,700.00 - $30,000.00 $67,776.52
Hiranandani Ivan, MH, India $51,184.28 $9,000.00 -   - $60,184.28
Thane North, MH, India $11,289.29 -  $26,123.99  - $37,413.28
Dombivli East, MH, India $23,634.95 -  $13,696.00  - $37,330.95
Navi Mumbai-Palm Beach, MH, India $400.00 $200.00 $34,598.04  - $35,198.04
Thane Lake City, MH, India $7,808.31 $1,000.00 $23,528.57  - $32,336.88
New Bombay Seaside, MH, India $100.00 -  $25,014.70  - $25,114.70
Smart City Navi Mumbai, MH, India $14,449.55 $101.19 -   - $14,550.74
Total Giving $3,65,469.99 $15,338.80 $2,24,306.27 $50,059.52 $6,55,174.58

Chandrahas Shetty
DGND & DAFSC

[For detailed TRF Six Months Report on District 3142 of RY 24-25 And contribution breakdowns and recognition 
levels, please contact your TRF District Committee.]

Blue
Thane Downtown, MH (79059)
Thane Creekside
Thane Connoisseurs, MH (222229)
Ambernath West
Smart City Navi Mumbai, MH (86915)

Yellow
Smart City Navi Mumbai, MH (86915)
Navi Mumbai Hill Side, MH (27191)
Navi Mumbai Bayside
Dombivli Diamonds
Thane City
Dombivli City
Thane Creekside

PKGuha
Yuvrai Shidaye
Chaitanya Sthalekar
Kaushal Pankhania
Viral Sarvalya (outsider)

Jignesh Rao (outsider)
Dattajirao Patil
Ranganayaki Rangachari
Jagdish Tambat
Deepak Sake (outsider)
Ashish Deshpande
Pinku Panchmatia

1000
1000
1000
1000
1000

$350.00
$395.00
$350.00
$350.00
$350.00
$350.00
$350.00

New List
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From Humble Starts To Global Hearts 1905-2025
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ServiceR

From a Small Circle to
a Force for Peace

It was on the 23rd of February 1905, that a 
meeting was convened by Paul P Harris at 
the office of Gustavus Loehr, a Mining 
Engineer and attended by Sylvester Schiele 
and Hiram Shorey. The purpose was to set up 
a club where professionals from different 
backgrounds could exchange ideas and form 
friendships. 

The month of February is celebrated and 
observed as Peace and Conflict Resolution 
Month.

It is a defining part of Rotary History that in 
the aftermath of the death and destruction 
caused by World War II, when the United 
Nations was established at San Francisco on 
24th October 1945 by 51 countries, Rotarians 
played an active role in the drafting of the 
UN Charter. Forty Nine Rotarians were 
involved including five who had been 
appointed by the RI President at the request 
of the President of the USA. 

Rotary and the United Nations thus have a 
shared history of working towards peace and 
addressing humanitarian issues around the 
world. The United Nations has received the 
Nobel Peace Prize on multiple occasions 
including 1988, 2001 and 2020. The 2001 
Citation read " for their work for a better 
organized and more peaceful world" 

The United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees was bestowed the prize in 1954 and 
1981, the United Nations Children Fund in 
1965, the United Nations Peacekeeping 
Forces in 1988.

However, like Mahatma Gandhi, Rotary 
International has been recommended on 
several occasions for the Nobel Peace Prize 
but has not won the nod from the Norwegian 
Committee, that administers it.

Mahatma Gandhi was recommended for the 
Nobel Peace Prize, five times, 1937, 1938, 
1939, 1947 and 1948 but never won it. 

Legend has it that he was front runner in 
1948 but the rules state that the Prize is not 
awarded posthumously and Gandhi was 
assassinated on 31st January 1948.

In similar vein, it is believed that Rotary 
International has been recommended for 
this Prize on several occasions but failed to 
earn the nod.

If not for anything else but for the initiative 
and resolve to rid the World of Polio and to 
being within touching distance of 
achieving the same, it is surely deserving of 
such recognition . Organisations have won 
the Prize for working towards freeing the 
world of buried land mines. What about an 
organisation that has worked decades to 
free the world of the scourge of polio which 
in the 1980's registered more than 350,000 
cases in over 125 endemic countries.  

Maybe, it is just a matter of time or maybe 
as in the lyrics of that famous Don McLean 
number eulogising Vincent Van Gogh , 
maybe one day, they ( the Nobel 
Committee ) will recognise us or maybe 
they never will".

To paraphrase another famous quote, "Ours 
is not to question why, Ours is but to do and 
serve".

Today, over 70 million people are displaced 
as a result of conflict, violence, persecution 
and human rights violations. Half of them 
are children. 

As a humanitarian organisation, Rotary 
believes that when people work towards 
creating peace in their communities , that 
change can have a global impact.  

Kumar Deshpande
OSD GML 2425
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Rotary Club of Dombivli
‘Balpan Once More' Brings Nostalgic Smiles

The Rotary Club of Dombivli orchestrated a 
heartwarming celebration of childhood memories 
through their unique event "Balpan Once More" on 
November 17, 2024, at the Rotary School for Deaf 
in Raghuveer Nagar, Dombivli East.

The event, exclusively designed for lady Rotarians, 
Rotary Anns, and partners in service, transformed 
into a beautiful tribute to the club's first ladies and 
their six decades of contribution to Rotary. The 
gathering drew an impressive turnout of around 80 
ladies, spanning generations from young 
5-year-olds to graceful 85-year-olds, all united in 
rekindling their childhood spirit.

"Many participants shared that this was their first 
time performing on stage or dancing in public," 
revealed one of the organizers. "The school theme 
really helped everyone connect with their inner 
child."

The venue came alive with nostalgic elements - 
from traditional games to modern activities like 
balloon shooting. A surprise two-minute dance 
class had everyone on their feet, breaking barriers 
and creating moments of pure joy.
The ambiance was carefully crafted with swings, 
toys, and childhood favorites like guavas, star 
fruits, tamarind, and amla, transporting attendees 
back to their carefree days.

The event was graced by three first ladies of the 
club, adding a touch of historical significance to
the celebration. The festivities included specially 
curated snacks, complete with cake, "Buddhi ke 
Bal" treats, and ice-cream candy, bringing back 
sweet memories of school days.

In a thoughtful gesture of giving back, the toys and 
soft toys from the event were donated to children at 
the Janani Ashish Charitable Trust orphanage, 
extending the joy of childhood to those in need.

As participants departed, many expressed 
their desire for similar events in the future, 
carrying with them refreshed spirits and 
renewed connections with their childhood 
selves. The event successfully demonstrated 
how the simple joys of childhood can bring 
peace and happiness, regardless of life's 
circumstances.

The event not only celebrated childhood 
memories but also strengthened the bonds 
within the Rotary community, proving that 
sometimes, the best way 
forward is to take a step 
back into the innocent 
pleasures of our younger 
days.
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Rotary Club of Smart City Navi Mumbai
Champions of Sustainable Future in Navi Mumbai

The Rotary Club of Smart City Navi 
Mumbai emerged as NMMC's official 
partner for comprehensive e-waste 
management. Under the initial leadership 
of Rtn. Prasad Doiphode, the club 
collaborated with THRECO (The 
Recycling Company) to establish a robust 
e-waste logistics chain across the city.

The initiative garnered strong support 
from NMMC Commissioner Dr. Kailas 
Shinde, who pledged continued 
collaboration for future projects. Club 
President Rtn. Milan demonstrated 
exceptional adaptability by stepping in
as an impromptu e-waste expert during 
an awareness session at Amity School, 
Belapur, educating 300 students from 
grades 6-9.

Rotarian Kishore Khachane's leadership elevated the project's reach, resulting in the establishment of 92 collection centers throughout 
Navi Mumbai. The program's success was marked by widespread community participation, with residents actively contributing reusable 
items to minimize hazardous e-waste. The club's strategic placement of specialized e-waste bins in residential societies, schools, and 
colleges, coupled with regular awareness programs, helped create a sustainable impact on the community's approach to e-waste 
management.
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Rotary Club of Thane Hiranandani Legends
Project Navrang
The Rotary Club of Thane Hiranandani Legends 
made a significant impact on tribal education 
through Project Navrang, a comprehensive 
initiative benefiting 1250 tenth-grade students 
from Shahapur's tribal villages. The mega 
program, hosted at Vaishya Samaj Hall, 
embodied the club's unwavering commitment to 
uplifting underprivileged communities. DGN Dr. 
Nilesh Jaywant graced the occasion as Chief 
Guest, alongside Guest of Honor MLA Shri 
Suresh Gopinath Mhatre, making the day-long 
event a resounding success. The project 
demonstrated the club's dedication to fostering 
educational growth and empowerment within 
tribal communities.

Digital Learning Revolution
Rotary Club of Thane Hiranandani Legends 
revolutionized exam preparation for 1,250 tribal 
students with a cutting-edge Study App. Chief 
Guest DGN Dr. Nilesh Jaywant and Guest of 
Honor MLA Shri Suresh Gopinath Mhatre 
witnessed this digital transformation at Vaishya 
Samaj Hall, empowering Shahapur's next 
generation.

Future Forward: Career Pathways
In a groundbreaking initiative, tribal students 
from various Shahapur villages received 
comprehensive career guidance, opening new 
horizons beyond 10th Standard. The Rotary 
Club's commitment to educational empowerment 
shone through as experts illuminated diverse 
career paths.

Wellness Warriors
The club's holistic approach featured an 
innovative Mental Health App coupled with vital 
drug de-addiction awareness. This dual initiative 
equipped students with essential tools for 
emotional resilience and healthy lifestyle 
choices.

Empowerment Through Awareness
The Safe Touch program delivered crucial personal 
boundary education, fostering a safer environment for 
tribal youth. This sensitive yet essential initiative 
empowered students with knowledge to protect 
themselves and respect others.

Life-Saving Skills
CPR training brought vital emergency response skills 
to tribal students. This hands-on program ensured 
these future leaders could become community 
lifesavers, demonstrating the club's commitment to 
comprehensive student development.

Nourishing Bodies and Minds
The Annadaan initiative provided wholesome 
breakfast, lunch, and snacks, ensuring students 
remained energized throughout the comprehensive 
program. This thoughtful arrangement supported 
optimal learning and participation.

Health First
A comprehensive medical screening program detected 
Thalassemia and Sickle Cell Anemia among tribal 
students. This proactive health initiative demonstrated 
the club's dedication to student wellbeing beyond 
academics.

Supporting Success
The club distributed essential exam pads and 
certificate folders, providing students with necessary 
tools for academic success. Dedicated tribal school 
teachers received well-deserved Nation Builder 
Awards, recognizing their crucial role in shaping 
young minds.

Logistics Success
The seamless transportation arrangement from 
various villages showcased the club's commitment to 
accessibility, ensuring no student missed this 
transformative opportunity at Vaishya Samaj Hall, 
Shahpur. 
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Nisarg Mela's Nature Photography
Environmental experts Abhishek Edke and Suhas 
Pawar guided 60 photographers at Kala Taleo. Dr. 
Shreya Bhanap and Minal Manjrekar led plant 
identification sessions in this collaborative event 
with Paryavaran Dakshata Mandal and National 
Urdu High School.

"Grand Nisarg & Art Mela"
Over 800 students from 25+ schools participated 
in eight competitions at National Urdu School. 
Dist. Secretary Harishchandra Bhoir, Asst 
Governor Jagdish Mhatre joined President 
Hycenth Bhetasiwala, Project Coordinator Yakub 
Bhetasiwala, and Principal Abdullah Khan. Asra 
Foundation Kalsekar School clinched the Green 
School Trophy.

The Rotary Club of Kalyan City, Paryavaran 
Dakshata Mandal, and National Urdu High School 
& Jr. College successfully orchestrated the 
transformative City Kalyan Nisarg Mela & Art 
Mela, which evolved from an intimate nature 
celebration into a grand eco-festival attracting over 
800 students from 25+ schools.

The event series showcased diverse environmental 
initiatives, featuring expert-led sessions by notable 
photographers Abhishek Edke (Zee 24 Taas) and 
Suhas Pawar, alongside enriching plant 
identification workshops conducted by Dr. Shreya 
Bhanap and Minal Manjrekar. The grand finale 
expanded into eight unique competitions, including 
tree identification, nature photography, flameless 
cooking, and creative environmental performances.

Distinguished by its comprehensive approach to 
environmental education, the mela featured a 
mobile air quality testing van from MPCB, soil 
conservation workshops, and an eco-product 
"Green Shop." The event's success culminated in 
Asra Foundation Kalsekar School receiving the 
prestigious Green School Trophy.

The initiative was graced by Rotary Dist 3142 
leaders including District Secretary Harishchandra 
Bhoir and Assistant Governor Jagdish Mhatre. 
Under the leadership of President Hycenth 
Bhetasiwala and Project Coordinator Yakub 
Bhetasiwala, the event was skillfully managed by 
Project Chair Abdullah Khan and Secretary Nikhil 
Parmar. Key contributors included Purva Kulkarni, 
Sushma Patel, the Mandhane couple, Kashyap and 
Anushka Raja, Mayur Popat, Ann Shital Gaikwad, 
and Shirin Bhetasiwala.

Special recognition goes to Shri Walavalkar, 
Founder-President of Paryavaran Dakshata Mandal, 
and the dedicated PDM team - Samiksha Chavan, 
Hemangi Samant, Aditya Kadam, and Rupali 
Shaivale - whose meticulous planning ensured the 
mela's remarkable impact on environmental 
awareness in the community.

��
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Empowering
Future
Generations

11 Schools Renovated, 2 
Underway: A Gift of Education
to Shahapur & Murbad

“More than just buildings, they are
spaces of learning and growth.”
expressed an impassioned Awesome 
President Medha Joshi.

In a remarkable display of community 
service, the Rotary Club of Thane North 
(RCTN) transformed the educational 
landscape of Shahapur and Murbad taluka 
by completing extensive renovations of 11 
Zilla Parishad schools in just six months. 
This ambitious project, backed by a 
substantial `50 lakh funding from MILAN 
LABS, demonstrated how dedicated 
community service can create lasting impact 
in rural education.

"These aren't just buildings we're 
renovating; we're creating spaces where 
dreams can take flight," shared Club 
Secretary Amol Nale, who spearheaded the 
initiative alongside Past Presidents Sunil 
Soman, Dharmu Vanjani, and Jitendra 
Bhambhure. The team's unwavering 
commitment saw the project through from 
its inception in July 2024 to completion in 
January 2025.

The renovations went beyond mere structural 
improvements. Each school received 
comprehensive upgrades including new 
classrooms, modern sanitation facilities, and 
enhanced learning resources.

"Every child deserves a conducive 
environment to learn and grow. That's what 
drove us to ensure these renovations met the 
highest standards," remarked Upendra 
Deshpande, who along with Sharwari 
Deshpande, managed the CSR grant that 
made this project possible.

The impact was immediate and profound. 
Children who once studied in deteriorating 
structures now had access to clean, 
well-equipped learning spaces. The project 
exemplified Rotary's motto of "Service Above 
Self," with local authorities praising the club's 
efficient execution and attention to detail.

With two more schools currently undergoing 
renovation and scheduled for completion 
within a month, RCTN's initiative stands as a 
testament to what dedicated community 
service can achieve. The project not only 
improved physical infrastructure but also 
kindled hope and possibility in these rural 
communities.

"Enhancing a school goes beyond mere 
structural improvements - it's an investment 
in our children's tomorrow," PDG Dr. 
Mohan Chandavarkar,  observed with a 
sense of accomplishment. "Each renovated 
school will benefit countless generations of 
students, creating a lasting impact that 
spreads throughout our communities."

��

#ServiceAboveSelf #ThaneNorth
#CommunityDevelopment
#RotaryImpact #RuralEducation
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Rotary Club's Health Warriors:
Making Waves in Disease Prevention

The Rotary Club of Navi Mumbai Garima really 
knocked it out of the park with their recent health 
initiatives. Dr. Ruchira Sharma shared how they've 
been tackling everything from thalassemia to 
cancer awareness, and the numbers are pretty 
impressive - they managed to help about a 
thousand people in just six months!

Their all-star team included some dedicated 
healthcare pros like Dr. Priya Esupuniyani, who led 
cancer awareness sessions alongside Delhi expert 
Dr. Usha Maheshwari. They didn't stop there - 
Rotarian Nandita Das was on a mission with the 
End Thalassemia campaign, even getting filters 
donated to the DY Patil Centre.

The club got creative with their approach too. They 

Digital Wellness Initiative Makes Impact
Amit Srivastav spearheaded an engaging mobile 
addiction awareness campaign at Apeejay Institute of 
Hospitality Management, Belapur, equipping students 
with digital detox strategies.

Shelter Makeover Brings Joy
Dhyey Vaidya led joint efforts of Rotary and Rotaract Club 
of Bharati Vidyapeeth to renovate a Panvel dog shelter, 
enhancing facilities and providing supplies.

Musical Gala Raises Community Funds
Performers Rana Chatterjee, Sangeeta Malekar, Kavita 
Joshi, Bhushan Patil, Pooja Bandekar, Pranit Farande, Prem 
Kumar, and Ajay Madan entertained at Vishnu Das Bhave 
Natyagruha. Distinguished guests included DG Dinesh 
Mehta, IPDG Milind Kulkarni, Harsh Makol, and DGND 
Chandrahas Shetty.

Student Business Fair 
Showcases Talent
Judges Rama, Ravi Ahlawat, 
and Smita Shrivastava 
evaluated innovative stalls at 
the entrepreneurship fair 
organized with Rotaract Club 
of Bharati Vidyapeeth and 
BVP Finance Club.

Festive Cheer Reaches Young Warriors
Rotary clubs united to celebrate Christmas with 48 young 
cancer patients at St. Jude's home, ACTREC, Kharghar.

Healthcare Awareness 
Session Enlightens
Prem Kumar delivered a 
comprehensive 
presentation on 
Thalassemia awareness 
and prevention strategies.

Youth Empowerment Through Prevention
Amit Srivastav conducted an engaging drug awareness 
program at Peoples Education Society, reaching 250 
students through interactive methods.

Anti-Drug Drive Reaches Campus
The drug abuse prevention program at Apeejay Institute 
featured expert insights and powerful testimonials, 
strengthening substance abuse awareness among students.

Hope Through Education Campaign Success
Rotarians distributed 
essential school 
supplies and nutritious 
refreshments to 
underprivileged 
students at R.Z.P 
School Owe Navin, 
Kharghar.

"From education to health, the Rotary Club of Navi Mumbai Hillside 
has demonstrated a remarkable commitment to community welfare. 
Their initiatives serve as an inspiration to us all."

Rotary Club of
Navi Mumbai Garima

organized a diabetes screening camp with Dr. 
Sudhir Sharma at PKC Hospital, and Dr. Bharati 
Morey shared her expertise on post-menopausal 
health. One of their biggest hits was a CPR training 
session for 400 Being Human Organisation 
employees - talk about making an impact!

Mental health wasn't forgotten either, with Rotarian 
Kavita Bhatia Nair leading addiction prevention 

programs. The club also hosted a well-attended 
stroke prevention workshop, which they later 
brought back as a club meeting topic.
It was a real team effort that showed how local 
action can make a big difference in community 
health. From what Dr. Sharma reported, they're 
not planning to slow down anytime soon!

�

Follow to know more about Clubsensational projects https://www.facebook.com/groups/389235004071433

Rotary Club of Navi Mumbai Hillside
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Children's Day Annapurna Project
Rotary Club of Kalyan City brightened Children's 
Day by serving meals to 700 rag pickers' children. 
Project Chair Trupti Malichkar led this heartwarming 
initiative, embodying the club's "Service Above Self" 
motto.

Titwala Nutrition Drive
Over 60 underprivileged children at Jeevan 
Samvardhan Foundation, Titwala received nutritious 
meals through Rotary Kalyan City's Annapoorna 
project. Project Chair Jayshree Solanki and Mrs. Ahire 
coordinated this successful community outreach.

Makar Sankranti 
Grocery Distribution
President Hycenth 
Bhetasiwala spearheaded 
the Annapurna Project at 
Kalyan East's Vocational 
Training Center, 
distributing comprehensive 
grocery kits to families. 
Rtn. Dr. Neena Goveas's 
generous contribution 
made this festive initiative 
possible.

Life-Saving Blood Drive
Eagle Institute hosted a successful blood donation 
drive collecting 20 units. Project Chair Malan Abnave 
and Coordinator PP Madan Shanklesha led the 
initiative, with Secretary Nikhil Parmar and Sushma 
Patel among the donors.

World AIDS Day Street Play
NSS students from SST College performed impactful 
plays at Shivaji Chowk and Kalyan Station Road. 
Director Yash Maralpalli guided the talented cast while 
Dr. Rupesh Gaikwad chaired this awareness project.

Women's Health Awareness
GPlus Heart Hospital partnered with Rotary at Saint 
Jude High School, reaching 450 participants. Rupali 
Thakur and Madhuri conducted sessions on health 
awareness, supported by Fr. Dominic and Zone 
Coordinator Neeta Arthur.

Voice of Wetlands Competition
District Governor Dinesh Mehta attended the street 
play competition at B.K. Birla College. Achiever 
College Kalyan emerged victorious among 14 
participating colleges in this environmental 
awareness initiative.

Utensil Donation Drive
Secretary Nikhil Parmar led the Patra Daan project, 
donating cooking vessels to Jeevan Samvardhan 
Foundation, enhancing their meal preparation 
capabilities for underprivileged children.

Animal Care Initiative
Rotarians visited Panjrapole Gaushala, providing feed 
and support while promoting animal welfare 
awareness through direct community engagement.

Empowering Girls' 
Education
Rotary installed a 
sanitary napkin vending 
machine at Swami 
Vivekanand School, 
Dombivli. President 
Hycenth Bhetasiwala, 
Secretary Nikhil Parmar, 
and Treasurer Purva 
Kulkarni collaborated with Principal Bhavna Rathod to 
support 200+ students.

Community Nutrition Drive Success
Rotarians partnered with Rotaract Club of BVP to 
provide meals to 50 construction workers near 
Belapur Metro Station.

Rights Awareness 
Program Reaches 
Community
Advocate Hardik Shah 
and Vijayrao Shinde 
conducted informative 
sessions on 
constitutional rights at 
Kranti veer Basudev 
Phadke school.

Educators Receive Recognition
Ten dedicated teachers were honored for their outstanding 
contributions to education.

Excellence Awards Celebrate Achievement
Assistant Governor
Liladhar Patil 
presided over the 
ceremony 
recognizing seven 
distinguished 
professionals for 
their community 
impact.

Inspires Young Minds with Constitution Education
Young minds exploring the pillars of our democracy! 
Students of Krantiveer Basudev Phadke School No. 4 
engaged in a Constitution session conducted by Rtn 
Vijayrao Shinde Sir at RCNM Hillside.

��
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Celebrating service and impactful change, 
Rotary shines a light on healthcare heroes, 
education champions, and fearless journalists. 
From ROVEX awards to Constitution Day 
reflections, Rotary unites to inspire and uplift 
communities.

ROVEX Awards Honor Healthcare and 
Education Pioneers
Rotary Club celebrated excellence through its 
ROVEX Awards, recognizing Dr. Datta 
Panandikar, an obstetrics and gynaecology 
specialist from RCT Downtown, and Mr. Vilas 
Banjara, principal of Ashram School, Wada. Dr. 
Panandikar was honored for two decades of 
medical service, while Mr. Banjara was 
recognized for transforming 1,000 tribal students' 
lives over 13 years. DGND Dr. Nilesh Jaywant 
and Dr. Bharati Jayawanti presented the awards 
at the ceremony.

Rotary Clubs Unite to Honor
Marathi Journalists
Rotary Club of Thane Royales and Thane Orion 
jointly hosted the Marathi Patrakar Diwas at 
TMC's Narendra Ballal Hall. ROVEX Awards 
were presented to ABP Majha's Manoj K. 
Bajpai, Maharashtra Majha News' Prasad 
Sukhdev Sakat, and Dainik Saamana's Rajesh 
Powale.
The event celebrated 67 journalists across print, 
electronic, and digital media for their 
contributions to fearless reporting.

Rotary Multi-Club Constitution Day and 
Sankranti Celebration
Nine Rotary Clubs collaborated for a joint 
meeting featuring ADLF Dr. Lucky Kasat's talk 
on the Indian Constitution. The event drew 90 
participants, including DG Dinesh Mehta, 
DGND Chandrahas Shetty, Led by Sohini Dam, 
the gathering concluded with Sankranti 
celebrations, bringing together Rotarians and 
families across clubs for an evening of learning 
and fellowship.

Rotary Club of 
Thane Royales

Empowering Thane's youth: Veterans inspire 
military careers via Agnipath workshops, while 
Rotary clubs champion health education and 
thalassemia awareness. "Knowledge is the 
compass, compassion the map, and service the 
journey."

"Students Get Inside Scoop on Military Careers 
Through Agnipath Workshop"

"Military Veterans and Rotarians Join Forces to 
Guide Students Through Military Career Paths"
Rotary Clubs Unite to Honor
Marathi Journalists
Rotary Club of Thane Royales and Thane Orion 
jointly hosted the Marathi Patrakar Diwas at TMC's 
Narendra Ballal Hall. ROVEX Awards

were presented to ABP Majha's Manoj K. Bajpai, 
Maharashtra Majha News' Prasad Sukhdev 
Sakat, and Dainik Saamana's Rajesh Powale.
The event celebrated 67 journalists across print, 
electronic, and digital media for their 
contributions to fearless reporting.

Rotary Multi-Club Constitution Day and 
Sankranti Celebration
Nine Rotary Clubs collaborated for a joint 
meeting featuring ADLF Dr. Lucky Kasat's talk 
on the Indian Constitution. The event drew 90 
participants, including DG Dinesh Mehta, 
DGND Chandrahas Shetty, Led by Sohini Dam, 
the gathering concluded with Sankranti 
celebrations, bringing together Rotarians and 
families across clubs for an evening of learning 
and fellowship.

Rotary Club of  Thane Horizon 

Planting seeds of opportunity, nurturing minds with praise," RC NM 
Valley Golfers empowers youth with jobs and honors educators' 
inspiring ways.

Empowers Youth Through
Employment Initiative
Under the leadership of Past President Rtn Shekhar Joshi, RC NM 
Valley Golfers made a significant impact on youth employment. 
Through his company, eleven young individuals - six ladies and five 
gentlemen - received employment opportunities. District Governor Rtn 
Dinesh Mehta presented the appointment letters at a ceremony in 
Mulund, Thane, where he motivated the new employees to maximize 
this opportunity for professional growth.

Rotary Club Honors Educational Excellence at Vivekanand Sankul
RC NM Valley Golfers recognized outstanding educators with 
prestigious awards at Vishnu Bhave Natyagruha, Vashi. National Builder 
Awards were presented to Mrs. Geeta Jagdish Rawat and Mrs. Sandhya 
Ashok Thakur of Vivekanand Sankul for their exceptional teaching 
achievements and student engagement. Additionally,
Mrs. Rutuja Ravindra Gawas, Principal of Sakul's Thane school, 
received the Rotary Vocational Excellence Award for distinguished 
vocational service.

��

Rotary Club of Navi Mumbai Valley Golfers
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doonmoon's Nitrous Oxide in Rotary

Bhago!!.... PDG’s repeating
the same speech with the same jokes

for the 6th time in the club ….
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The Garden of Reality:
The Weaver and the Butterflies

In a vibrant meadow, lived a wise old Weaver, 
renowned for his intricate tapestries. He wove 
threads of silk, wool, and cotton, creating 
magnificent scenes of nature – blooming flowers, 
soaring birds, and peaceful streams.

One day, a swarm of colorful butterflies fluttered 
into the meadow. They were captivated by the 
Weaver's work, but noticed a recurring motif – a 
fierce dragon chasing frightened deer. "Why do 
you weave such a scene of conflict?" they asked 
the Weaver.

The Weaver sighed. "Ah, butterflies," he replied, 
"I weave what I see in the world – fear, anger, and 
the struggle for survival."

The butterflies, known for their gentle nature, 
were saddened. "But why not weave a tapestry of 
peace?" they pleaded, "A scene of harmony, 
where all creatures live in harmony, sharing the 
meadow's bounty?"

The Weaver pondered their words. He realized 
that while he observed conflict, he could also 
choose to weave a different reality. He began a 
new tapestry, depicting a serene meadow where 
deer and butterflies danced together, sharing the 
nectar of flowers.

As the Weaver wove, a sense of calm descended 
upon the meadow. The deer, inspired by the 
tapestry, began to graze peacefully, no longer 
fearing the shadows. The butterflies, their spirits 
lifted, fluttered with renewed joy.

Moral: Just as the Weaver chose to weave a 
different reality, we too have the power to choose 
peace. By focusing on harmony, understanding, 
and cooperation, we can create a world where 
conflict gives way to compassion and all beings 
thrive…Dinesh

February Zodiac Signs

Aquarius (January 20 - February 18)
Lucky Numbers: 4, 7, 11, 22, 44

Lucky Colours: Blue, Electric Blue, Turquoise, 
Silver, Indigo

Lucky Flower: Orchid, Violet
Lucky Tree: Rowan Tree

Pisces (February 19 - March 20)
Lucky Numbers: 3, 6, 9, 12, 15

Lucky Colours: Purple, Lavender, Teal,
Green, Aquamarine

Lucky Flower: Water Lily, Lotus
Lucky Tree: Willow Tree



Rethinking Emergency Funds:
The Strategic Case for Debt Funds
In two 25+ years experience, I've observed that financial security isn't merely about wealth 
accumulation—it's about strategic preparedness. While the conventional wisdom of maintaining 
emergency funds remains sound, the vehicles we use to house these funds deserve renewed 
scrutiny.

Traditional wisdom has long favored savings accounts and fixed deposits for emergency funds. 
However, debt mutual funds have emerged as a compelling alternative, offering an intelligent 
balance of safety, returns, and accessibility that traditional options struggle to match.

Debt funds invest in fixed-income securities, including government securities, treasury bills, 
and corporate bonds. Think of them as a professionally managed bond portfolio that 
combines the stability of fixed deposits with better returns and greater flexibility.
The case for debt funds rests on three key pillars:
First, returns matter. While savings accounts typically offer 3-4% and fixed deposits hover 
around 6-7%, well-chosen debt funds have consistently delivered returns in the 8-9% 
range. This difference, compounded over time, significantly strengthens your 
emergency corpus.
Second, practical liquidity. Most debt funds offer redemption within 24 hours without 
penalties – a crucial feature when emergencies strike. This contrasts favorably with 
fixed deposits, where premature withdrawals often mean sacrificing returns.

Third, tax efficiency. Debt funds allow for tax deferral until redemption, enabling 
uninterrupted growth of your emergency fund.
For emergency funds, three categories deserve special attention:
● Liquid Funds: Ideal for immediate accessibility with minimal volatility
● Ultra Short-Duration Funds: A sweet spot of returns and liquidity
● Short-Term Bond Funds: Suitable for those comfortable with slightly longer 
horizons.

The key is selecting funds with strong credit ratings and shorter duration profiles, 
which helps manage both credit and interest rate risks effectively.

A robust emergency fund typically covers 6-10 months of essential expenses. 
Consider building this through systematic monthly investments, which helps average 
out market movements while maintaining investment discipline.

While debt funds offer clear advantages, they're not entirely risk-free. Focus on funds 
from reputable houses with consistent track records. Regular monitoring and periodic 
rebalancing ensure your emergency fund maintains its intended character.

Debt funds represent a thoughtful evolution in emergency planning – offering enhanced 
returns without compromising the core purpose of emergency funds. They're neither overly 
conservative like savings accounts nor as volatile as equity investments, striking a practical balance that serves the modern investor well.

In an era where financial efficiency matters more than ever, debt funds offer a sophisticated yet practical approach to emergency planning. Debt 
funds are worth considering for anyone looking to upgrade their financial safety net.

Kapil Jain is the Director of  Enrichwise Financial Services and Enrichwise Insurance Broking Services,
an IIM Indore Gold Medalist in Finance and an investor for 25+ years. 

For Tax Advisory and Investments contact +919821860804 or email planner@enrichwise.com






