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jksVjh fMfLVªDV 3080 ] ds vUrxZr jksVjh Dyc lgkjuiqj dkaVhusaVy }kjk o"kZZ 2011 
ls dVs QVs gksBksa okys cPpksa dk vkijs'ku @ IykfLVd ltZjh  djokbZ tkrh jgh gS 
A vc rd 1298 cPpksa dk lQy vkijs'ku Dyc }kjk djok;k tk pqdk gSA blh 
dM+h  esa Dyc }kjk  vk;ksftr  dSEi es  26 cPps bl chekjh ls xzflr fpfUgr gq,] 
ftUgsa fgeky;u gkfLiVy tkWyh xzkaV nsgjknwu Hkstk x;k A Dyc ds lnL;ksa }kjk fd, 
x, loZs vuqlkj yxHkx 150 ls vfèkd cPps] ft+ys esa vHkh Hkh ,slh chekjh ls xzflr 
gksaxs] ftu rd Dyc ds lnL;ksa dh igq¡p ugha gks ik;h gS A iwoZ vè;{k vfuy enku 
th }kjk crk;k x;k fd ftrus Hkh cPps vkSj gesa bl chekjh ls xzflr çpkj çlkj ds 
ekè;e ls feysaxs] mu lHkh dk vkijs'ku djok;k tk,xkA ;s Hkh crk;k fd  bl rjg 
dh chekjh dk bykt laHko gS] vkijs'ku ds ckn cPpksa dk psgjk iwjh rjg cny 
tkrk gS] vkSj lHkh cPpksa dk vkijs'ku] mudk vkuk tkuk] [kkuk ihuk bR;kfn ejht+ 
o mlds rhekjnkj dk Hkh [kpZ  laLFkk }kjk O;; fd;k tk,xkA ftlesa ejht+ ds 
ifjokj dks dqN ugha nsuk gS A lHkh dqN fu'kqYd gksxk A Dyc vè;{k nhid iksiyh  
us dgk dh  LokLF; foHkkx vkadM+ksa ds fglkc ls yxHkx gj 700 cPpksa esa ls ,d 
cPpk bl chekjh ls xzflr iSnk gksrk gS A flfer L=ksrksa ds dkj.k Dyc ds lnL; mu 
rd ugha igq¡p ikrs gSaA  ,sls cPpksa dks <wa<us esa lekpkj i=k ,d eq[; Hkwfedk fuHk-
krs gSa A lHkh jksVjh lnL;ksa ls fuosnu fd;k gS fd bl  dk;Z ds fy, laLFkk dk 
lg;ksx djs o ;fn dksbZ Hkh cPpk  bl chekjh ls xzflr feyrk gS rks bl uEcj ls 
9837420054 laidZ dj vxys dSEi ds fy, jftLVj dj ys A jksVjh xouZj jks- 
jktiky flag th }kjk bl LVkj esxk çkstsDV dh vrkg ç'kalk dh xbZ A jksVjh ds  
bl ç;kl ls ltZjh ds ckn lHkh cPps lekt dh eq[;/kjk esa okil ykSV vk,a vkSj 
bl ds ckn  Ldwy tkuk 'kq: dj nsaxs] ubZ Åapkb;ksa dks Nq,axs A uxj foèkk;d 
jktho xqacj us dgk fd ;s nqyZHk tUetkr fodkj gS ftldks tM+ ls fuiVkus dk chM+k 
jksVjh }kjk mBk;k x;k gS] ftlesa os lQyrk dh rjQ+ vxzlj gSa A vflLVsaV xouZj 
ris'k eexSu th us dgk fd Dyc dk y{; ifj;kstuk esa vfèkd ls vfèkd cPps 
jftLVj djokus dk gS] ftls mUgksaus çkIr fd;k gS A vkxs Hkh ,slk fo'okl gS dh ;s 
usd dk;Z ;w gh djrs jgsaxs A iwoZ foèkk;d lat; xxZ  th us Hkh bl çkstsDV dh  
ljkguk dh A lgkjuiqj esa lHkh vLirky vkSj MkWDVjksa ds laidZ esa Dyc lnL; gSa] 
rkfd dksbZ Hkh cPpk bl chekjh ls xzflr NwV u tk, dh fgeky;u gkfLiVy tWkyh 

xzkaV ds Mk;jsDVj MkW lat; fnosnh vc rd 11000 ls Åij  ltZjh  dj pqds gSa 
mUgsaus ;s lans'k fn;k gS dh] ,sls cPps x+jhc o vf'kf{kr ifjokjksa esa gh vfèkdrj 
tUe ysrs gSa A ,sls cPpksa dks <wa< ikuk cgqr eqf'dy dke gS A ,sls cPpksa dks <wa<us 
esa jksVjh ds  lkFk  fefM;k dk fo'ks"k ;ksxnku jgrk gSA jksVjh ges'kk lekpkj i=kksa dk 
vkHkkjh jgk gS ! lekpkj i=kksa ds ekè;e ls gh gj dSai esa dbZ cPps fey  gh tkrs 
gSaA vè;{k nhid iksiyh vkSj  Dyc lsØsVjh  peu flag pkSgku th us dgk fd 
fiNys dbZ  fnuksa ls Dyc ds lnL; Vhe ds :i esa xzqi cukdj bd  lkFk  
xk¡o& xk¡o  tk tkdj ,slh chekjh ls xzLr cPpksa dks <wa< jgs gSaA ftlesa 26 cPps 
bl chekjh ls xzflr fpfUgr djus esa laLFkk dks lQyrk fey pqdh gS A fjrsu 
HkV~Vkpk;Z vkSj lanhi 'kekZ th us dgk fd 'kY; fpfdRlk  djokus ds ckn ,sls cPpksa 
dh f'k{kk bR;kfn dk çcaèk Hkh laLFkk }kjk fd;k tk,xkA 
bl çkstsDV dks  çsflMsaV jksVsfj;u  nhid lpnsok] xksre ijèkku] vk'kh"k feÙky] 
usgk lpnsok] iwue enku] lhek 'kekZ] ckyeqdan jk;] fo'kq Hkkjrh] fctsaæ f=kikBh] 
vk'kk iksiyh] nhik eexbZ] lqfç;k ckyh] vkyksd rustk] xkSjo] enu eksgu feÙky] 
lat; fla?ky vkfn iwjh yxu ls dke dj jgs gSA

vc fQj ls eqLdqjk,axs foØr psgjs okys  
26 cPps% jktiky flag] fMfLVªDV xouZj

PDG Rtn. VP Kalta being falicitated by Ms. Mekdes Daba MD, MPH Hon’ble 
Minister of Health Government Ethiopia at Addis Ababa. Medical Mission 

from India to Ethiopia was initiated in tenure 2022-23 through Global 
Grant 2353081 by giving authorisation to the tune of $15000
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SEPTEMBER 2024 ROTARY 1

he Magic of Rotary is belonging, and it’s 
a feeling that  can appear when you least 
expect it.

Earlier this year, I was in Slovakia serv-
ing as a president’s representative during a six-week 
trip through Europe. When I wrote to Katarina 
Cechova, governor of District 2240 at the time, I men-
tioned that my grandmother Veronica Zilka grew up 
in a small village in the area before settling in the U.S.

It wasn’t long before Cechova tracked down my 
grandmother’s village, Jakubova Vol’a. She even orga-
nized a visit for me, where I received an unforgettable 
Slovakian welcome.

When I entered the community center of Jakubova 
Vol’a, a small crowd of people dressed in traditional 
Slovakian clothing greeted me. They sang with 
beautiful and powerful Central European voices that 
reminded me of my grandmother.

A lot of families play cards or  games when they get 
together. When I was young, my father would pick up 
his accordion and lead my family in song. My grand-
mother would sing along with her impressive voice.

When I walked into the community center and 
heard traditional music from my childhood — when 
I saw a woman play the accordion the way my dad 
played — I suddenly felt like a little girl sitting at my 
grandmother’s house in Monessen, Pennsylvania. I 
burst into tears of joy at the memories.

But the magic didn’t stop there. District Governor 
Cechova really outdid herself. A local genealogist 
worked with a videographer to make a short fi lm 

about my grandmother. We watched the video to-
gether in the community center.

When the video ended, I turned around and saw 
a man standing in the back of the room. I quickly 
learned that this stranger, Frantisek Zilka, was my 
second cousin. His grandmother and mine had been 
sisters. I felt like I had been struck by lightning.

I visited my newfound cousin’s home, which hap-
pens to be the home where my grandmother was 
born. There, he shared old photographs I had never 
seen of my dad, my uncle, and my grandmother.

Since then, I can’t stop thinking about my family 
of Rotary. When I refer to you as my family, I’m not 
just being kind. I really think of everyone in Rotary 
as my family. But I never would have imagined that 
my Rotary family would introduce me to long-lost 
personal family.

Sitting in that community center listening to tradi-
tional Slovakian music from my childhood fi lled me 
with joy and a profound sense of belonging. I am so 
grateful to District Governor Cechova and everyone 
who helped create that magical experience.

As members of Rotary, we have a unique oppor-
tunity to share the same magic with each other and 
with the world. I encourage you to consider how you 
can help spread that magic and ensure other mem-
bers of your club — other members of our Rotary 
family — feel like they truly belong.

T
The meaning of family

STEPHANIE A. URCHICK
President, Rotary International

Urchick’s 
grandmother’s 
house in 
Slovakia.

Photograph by Lucy Hewett

sep24-A-PresMessage.indd   1 7/29/24   16:21
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GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE

September is a special month for 
Rotary as we observe Basic 
Education and Literacy Month, one 

of  our organization’s key areas of  focus. 
This month, we are reminded of  the 
transformative power of  education in 
improving lives and fostering strong, 
sustainable communities. Through 
education, individuals gain the skills and 
knowledge necessary to overcome poverty, 
secure better livelihoods, and contribute 
meaningfully to their societies.

WHY BASIC EDUCATION AND 
LITERACY MATTER : Education is not 
just a tool for personal advancement; it is a 
cornerstone of  development. When we 
empower individuals with the ability to 
read and write, we enable them to break 
free from the constraints of  poverty and 
create better futures for their families. 
Educated individuals are more likely to 
engage in informed decision-making, 
secure higher-paying jobs, and improve 
their overall quality of  life. 

CELEBRATING TEACHER’S DAY : In 
honor of  Teacher’s Day on September 5th, 
several clubs across District 3080 have 
celebrated the invaluable contributions of  
educators. Teachers are often unsung 
heroes, shaping the future one student at a 
time, and it is essential to recognize their 
efforts in shaping our future leaders.

HOW ROTARY CLUBS CAN 
CONTRIBUTE : District 3080 has already 
made great strides in promoting 
education, and I encourage all clubs to 

participate in these initiatives:
- Organize literacy campaigns: Clubs can 

raise awareness about the importance of  
literacy through local campaigns. 

- Partner with local schools: By 
supporting schools with volunteers, 
supplies, and resources, Rotary can help 
improve the quality of  education at the 
grassroots level.

- Support adult education: Providing 
adult literacy programs allows individuals 
to gain basic reading and writing skills, 
opening up new opportunities for them.

- Celebrate success stories: Highlighting 
individuals who have benefitted from 
Rotary’s education initiatives can inspire 
more people to get involved and show the 
tangible impact of  our efforts.

LOOKING AHEAD : As we move 
forward, let us continue to make a 
difference in the lives of  those who need it 
most. Every book we donate, every 
classroom we support, and every literacy 
initiative we champion contributes to 
building a more equitable and peaceful 
world.

Together, we can ensure that one 
student, one community, and one world at 
a time, Rotary helps pave the path to a 
brighter future through the gift of  
education. Let’s continue this journey of  
empowering minds and transforming 
lives.

Rajpal Singh  
District Governor, RID 3080 
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FIRST LADY OF THE 
DISTRICT

INDERBIR KAUR

As spouses of  Rotarians, we are in a unique position to 
offer meaningful support to Rotary’s mission, 
particularly during Basic Education and Literacy 

Month. Rotary’s work in this area is not only vital to 
community development but also a profound expression of  
compassion and service to others. As partners, we can 
contribute to these efforts, using our time, skills, and influence 
to uplift Rotary’s initiatives.

WHY EDUCATION AND LITERACY MATTER : Education 
is the cornerstone of  every society. It opens doors, nurtures 
growth, and builds a foundation for the future. Yet, in many 
parts of  the world, countless children and adults still lack 
access to basic education. 

THE ROLE OF SPOUSES IN SUPPORTING THESE 
INITIATIVES : As spouses, we play a vital role in extending 
Rotary’s reach. We are the silent strength behind our partners, 
offering encouragement, creativity, and active involvement. 
Here are a few ways we can contribute:

1. Advocacy and Awareness: By using our platforms, whether 
through social media, community groups, or personal networks, 
we can help raise awareness about the importance of  literacy. 

2. Volunteering: Many of  us have talents that can be leveraged 
to directly support literacy initiatives. Whether it’s teaching, 
organizing events, or assisting in literacy campaigns, our 
involvement can enhance the impact of  Rotary’s programs.  

3. Mentoring and Support: Encouraging young people to 
pursue education is crucial. We can serve as mentors, guiding 
children and young adults in our communities toward academic 
and vocational success. 

4. Collaborating with Rotary Clubs: Engaging with our local 
Rotary clubs to organize literacy-related events or fundraisers 
can amplify the efforts being made. 

CELEBRATING SUCCESS TOGETHER : Rotary’s 
commitment to education has led to many success stories 
worldwide. Whether it’s the establishment of  libraries in 
underserved areas, the provision of  scholarships to deserving 
students, or literacy training for adults, each success story is a 
testament to the collective efforts of  Rotarians and their 
families.

A CALL TO ACTION : This month, I encourage all spouses 
of  Rotarians to step forward and join hands in Rotary’s literacy 
mission. Whether you choose to volunteer, advocate, or mentor, 
your contribution will make a lasting difference. By supporting 
the next generation’s access to education, we are building a 
foundation for a more just, equal, and empowered world.

Let’s continue to inspire and support one another, as we work 
together for a brighter future through education and literacy.

MESSAGE
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Rotary Club 
of Baddi
Rtn. KAVITA BANSAL

Mrs. Kavita Bansal, the President of  the 
Rotary Club, Baddi leading the club in 
its 25th year of  installation. Born and 

raised in Dehradun, she completed her post-
graduation in Chemistry and later pursued her 
M.Phil. from Himachal Pradesh University, 
Shimla. Her professional journey started with 
teaching Chemistry in Kendriya Vidhyalaya, 
Rajban. Thereafter, she taught in Degree 
College, Nalagarh and then worked in a PCB 
manufacturing unit as a Head of  Quality 
Control, where she worked for nine years 
before transitioning to education again. Since 
2000, she has successfully run a senior 
secondary school in Nalagarh. 

 A dedicated teacher of  the Art of  Living, 
Mrs. Bansal promotes mindfulness, stress 
management, and holistic well-being. She is 
also a certified yoga instructor, accredited by 
the AYUSH Ministry, conducting regular 
online yoga classes to promote physical and 
mental health. In addition, Mrs. Bansal is a 
certified Pavitra teacher, educating women on 
menstrual hygiene and guiding them on how to 
manage menstrual cycles through specific yoga 
postures, further demonstrating her 
commitment to empowering women and 
promoting overall wellness. 

 Mrs. Kavita Bansal is not only a dedicated 
social worker but also an ardent environmental 
activist with a deep love for nature. She 
consistently inspires her students to connect 
with the environment, encouraging them to 
explore and appreciate the beauty of  nature, 
starting from their own backyards. Passionate 
about mushrooms, she often embarks on 
mushroom walks, sharing her enthusiasm and 

knowledge with others. Under her mentorship, 
her students have excelled in environmental 
initiatives, earning prestigious accolades such 
as the Change Maker Awards for the 
Environment and the SDG State Hero award, 
showcasing her profound impact on both 
education and environmental stewardship. 

 She is married to Mr. Dinesh Bansal, an 
industrialist and a passionate Rotarian. 
Together, they have two grown children. Her 
son, Anubhav, an electronics engineer, 
manages the family’s PCB unit, while her 
daughter, Navya, a data analyst, contributes 
significantly to the school’s operations. 
Anubhav is married to Mansi, a software 
consultant with E&Y. 

 Mrs. Bansal’s in-laws, Mr. Pawan Kumar 
Bansal and Mrs. Krishna Bansal, are respected 
retired professors actively involved in social 
service and charitable work. 

 As she steps into the role of  Rotary Club 
President, Mrs. Bansal is expected to lead with 
innovation and dedication, ensuring this 
milestone year is one of  growth, community 
engagement, and upholding the values of  the 
Rotary Club. 

KNOW YOUR PRESIDENT
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' िवयोगी होगा पहला किव, 

बही होगी स�रता �नजान।I' 

अपने 40 वष� के रोटरी �ब ऑफ अंबाला 

के सि�य काय�काल म� इस जादू का 

अनुभव म�ने बार - बार िकया है।

िनकल कर आंखो ंसे चुपचाप, 

उ�ो ं ने �� एवं �� उपकरणो ं के 

मा�म से एक सारगिभ�त िकंतु भाव - 

िव�ल कर देने वाली वाता� दी। अंत म�, 

�भावी वाता� के िलए �ीमती डे के �ित  

आभार �� करने के िलए ज़ोरदार 

तािड़यो ंका राउंड चला। शोर ख� होने के 

बाद �ीमती डे अपने �ान पर खड़ी ं�ईं 

और अपनी गंभीर आवाज़ म� �शंसा के 

िलए ध�वाद देते �ए बोली,ं - लेिकन  

आपके सवालो ंसे, मुझे तो �णभर के िलए, 

यह लगा िक आप सब लोग जो यहां बैठे ह� 

आह से उपजा होगा गान I

स�रता अथा�त् पीड़ा, क�णा और �ेम की 

अनुकृित। इसी अनुकृित म� से ज� लेते ह� 

वे सभी  �ोजे�्स िजनका ल� होता है -  

िन��ाथ� सेवा अथा�त् -  'SERVICE 

ABOVE SELF तथा रोटरी का जादू i.e. 

THE MAGIC OF ROTARY '

वष� 1984 म� जब मुझे रोटरी �ब ऑफ 

अंबाला की सद�ता �हण करने के िलए 

आमंि�त िकया गया था तो कुछ ही िदनो ंके 

प�ात् �ब मीिटंग म� �ानीय सैिनक 

हवाई अ�े के ए. ओ. सी. की प�ी  �ीमती 

आशा डे को एक वाता� के िलए बुलाया 

गया। वे अमे�रका से मूक एवं बिधर ब�ो ं

के िश�ण संबंधी सम�ाओ ं पर एक 

काय�- शाला म� भाग ले कर लौटी थी।ं

रोटरी का जाद िसर ू

चढ़ कर बोलता है।

' �ब की �ेशल मीिटंग बुलाई गई। 

फ� सला िलया गया िक रोटरी �ब ऑफ 

अंबाला मूक एवं बिधर ब�ो ंके िलए एक 

�ूल शु� करेगा। इस �कार पिव�धाम 

(Rotary School for Hearing 

Impaired) का ज� �आ। यह �ूल 

आज भी 100 ब�ो ंके साथ चल रहा है। 

छा�ावास की �व�ा है। यहां के ब�े 

नॉम�ल ब�ो ंके साथ मुक़ािबला करते ह� 

और इनाम जीतते ह�। अपनी रोज़ी रोटी 

�यं कमाते ह�I कई ब�ो ंके घर इसी 

�ूल म� पढ़ते - पढ़ते बसे ह�। आज वे 

अपने ब�ो ं के साथ खुशी का जीवन 

मूक एवं बिधर होने के साथ - साथ ने� 

हीन भी ह� । आप यह सोच रहे ह� िक िव� 

के सभी मूक एवं बिधर ब�े िसफ�  

अमे�रका म� ही होते ह�। अपने आसपास 

अंबाला म� रहने वाले ऐसे ब�े आपको न 

िदखते ह� और न उनकी आवाज़ आपको 

सुनती है। उनकी कही बात लोगो ंके िदल 

को लग गई। �ब के पूव� �धान िदवंगत 

डॉ�र जय देव जी  बताया करते थे - ' म� 

दो रात सो नही ंसका। उनके श� बार- 

बार मेरे कानो ं म� गंूज रहे थे। आिख़र 

परेशान हो कर म�ने अपने उन सािथयो,ं 

जो उस मीिटंग म� उप��त थे, से बात की 

तो पता लगा िक उनम� से अिधकांश का 

यही हाल था।

�तीत कर रहे ह�। �ा यह रोटरी का जादू 

नही ंहै?

इसी �कार मेरी प�ी �ीमती �ेह लता बंसल 

को  वष� 1997 म� क� सर �आ। िजस �कार 

क� सर की लड़ाई हम पित - प�ी तथा हमारे 

समूचे प�रवार को पं�ह वष� तक लड़नी 

पड़ी,  उसका सा�ी �ब का हर सद� 

बना। हमारी पीड़ा को पूरे �ब, िवशेषकर 

डॉ�र जय देव तथा उनके प�रवार, ने 

महसूस िकया। यह पीड़ा अंबाला म� रोटरी 

अंबाला क� सर एंड जनरल अ�ताल की 

जनक बनी। आज यह अ�ताल, पूरे �ब 

म�बस� के �यासो ंके कारण, अंबाला का पी. 

जी . आई., कहलाता है। स�कड़ो ं प�रवार 

�ितिदन इस अ�ताल की सेवाओ ंका लाभ 

उठा रहे ह�। �ूल व अ�ताल की �ापना 

व संचालन के िलए डॉ�र जय देव तथा 

उनके प�रवार के योगदान को देखते �ए 

रोटरी �ब ऑफ अंबाला के अनुगृहीत 

RI THEME : 2024-25
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क� सर के कारण मेरी प�ी �ीमती �ेह लता 

बंसल के असामियक िनधन  ने एक और 

क�णापूण� �ोजे� �ेह - �श� को ज� 

िदया। इसके अंतग�त घरो ं म� पड़े तथा 

अ�ताल प�ंचने म� असमथ� लाइलाज 

क� सर रोिगयो ं की उनके घरो ं म� मु� 

देखभाल िपछले 10 वष� से िनबा�ध चल रही 

है। रोटरी �ब ऑफ अंबाला ने, �ेह - 

�श� को अपने �ायी �ोजे� के �प म� 

अपना रखा है। मेरे और मेरे प�रवार के 

िलए, यह रोटरी का कभी न भुलाया जा 

सकने वाला, जादू है।

आज म� आपके साथ  �ेह - �श� की पहल 

पर रोटरी �ब ऑफ अंबाला  �ारा �ारंभ 

िकए गए एक नवीन �ोजे� ' सिव�� 

क� सर �ितरोधी मु� टीकाकरण 

अिभयान ' पर चचा� अव� करना चा�ंगा। 

इसके अंतग�त 9 से 14 वष� तक आयु की 

अिववािहत क�ा� ंको �जनन अंगो ंके 

सद�ो ं�ारा अब रोटरी अ�ताल का नाम 

बदल कर ' ड��र जय देव मेमो�रयल 

रोटरी अंबाला ह���टल ' कर िदया गया 

है। �ा यह रोटरी का जादू नही ंहै?

क� सर से आजीवन सुर�ा उपल� कराने 

के िलए एच. पी. वी.  वै�ीन के दो टीके 6 

मास के अंतराल पर मु� लगाए जाते ह�। 

अब से कुछ समय पहले तक यह वै�ीन 

िवदेशो ंसे आयात की जाती थी। इस िलए 

इसकी कीमत ब�त �ादा थी। अब यह 

भारत म�  बनने लगी है। पर कीमत अभी 

भी दो डोज़ की चार हज़ार से कम नही ंहै। 

�ेह - �श�- रोटरी फाउंडेशन, रोटरी 

इंटरनेशनल, रोटरी एवं इनर�ील �� 

ऑफ अंबाला तथा जन - सहयोग से यह 

टीके मु� लगवा रहा है। भारी लागत के 

कारण , शायद, भारत सरकार भी एच. पी. 

वी. वै�ीन को अपने रा�ीय टीकाकरण �

अिभयान म� शािमल नही ंकर पाई है। हालां 

िकंतु इसका अंबाला म� शु� होना िकसी 

जादू से कम नही ंहै।

िक �धान मं�ी �ी नर�� मोदी तथा िव� 

मं�ी �ीमती िनम�ला सीतारमण इस आशय 

की घोषणा कर चुके ह�। 

बचपन म� एक भजन मुझे ब�त ि�य था। 

जब - तब म� इसे गुनगुनाता रहता था। बोल 

थे - ' बड़े �ार से िमलना सब से, दुिनया म� 

इंसान रे, �ा जाने, िकस भेस म�, बाबा िमल 

जाएं, भगवान रे ? ' जादू यह है िक  भगवान 

िकस वेश म�, कब और कैसे िमलते ह�? पता 

बाद म� चलता है। मेरे जीवन म� पहले 

भगवान मेरे दादा �ी केवल राम जी थे। 

इ�ो ंने  अपने िपता �ी सािलग राम जी की 

अंितम इ�ा पूरी करने के िलए, अपने 

�रहायशी मकान का िनमा�ण �िगत कर, 

उ�ी ं पैसो ं से अपने गांव साहोड़ंा म� 

धम�शाला बनवाई। दूसरे भगवान मेरे िपता 

ड��र चतर मुनी बंसल जी रहे।  इ�ो ंने 

यो� एवं �ितभावान िचिक�क होते �ए 

भी अपने िपता की आ�ा मानते �ए सेना म� 

अफसरी के पद को ठुकरा कर, कसौली 

जैसे छोटे शहर म�, लोगो ंकी सेवा करने म� 

अपना सव�� जीवन लगा िदया। तीसरे 

भगवान, हमारे वे �ूटर बाबू बनारसी दास 

�ोजे� बड़ा है। खच� ब�त �ा�ा हैI 

ि����� गवन�र �ी राजपाल िसंह एवं �ीमती इं�रवीर क�र की �प��ित म�

सिव�� क� सर �ितरोधी मु� �ीकाकर� ि�िवर 
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जी, जो पेशे से नही ंशौक से, अ�ापक थे। 

ये हमारी �ूशन से िमलने वाले 30 �पए 

�ित मास से कही ं�ादा हम� �खलाने - 

िपलाने पर खच� कर देते थे। हमारे जीवन 

को सही िदशा म� मोड़ने के िलए इ�ो ंने  

अथक प�र�म िकया। चौथे भगवान रोटरी 

�ब ऑफ अंबाला के पूव� �धान िदवंगत 

ड��र जय देव जी I ये �ेम, सेवा, क�णा 

तथा िन��ाथ� सेवा का �े� तथा 

अनुकरणीय उदाहरण बन कर अपने 

जीवन के अंितम �णो ंतक हमारी �ेरणा 

के अज� �ोत के �प म� हमारे सम� 

उप��त रहे।

अब आगे की कथा सुन�।

सिव�� क� सर �ितरोधी 

मु� टीकाकर� अि�यान 

हमारे �ब के सद� तथा मेरे अिभ� िम� 

�ी अजय गु�ा  तथा उनकी प�ी रेखा 

गु�ा ब�त नेक तथा अित सेवाभावी 

द�ित  ह�। अपने िपता के असामियक 

िनधन तथा प�रवार म� क� सर के कारण 

अनेक सद�ो ंकी अकाल तथा क�पूण� 

मृ�ु का दंश ये कई बार झेल चुके ह�। 

अनेक वष� से वे अपने ज� िदन व 

वैवािहक वष� गांठ के अवसरो ंपर कोई न 

कोई समाजोपयोगी �ोजे� आयोिजत 

करने का �यास करते ह�। िववाह की 25 

वी ंवष� गांठ पर उ�ोनें क� सर रोिगयो ंको 

ड��री तथा उनके प�रवारो ंको आिथ�क 

सहायता उपल� कराने के िलए एक 

राहत िशिवर आयोिजत िकया था।  यह 

काय��म अ�ंत उपोयगी िस� �आ था I 

मरीज़ो ंने इसे ब�त पसंद िकया था I इस 

बार उनके िववाह की 30वी ंवष� गांठ थी। 

कहने लगे कोई और समाजोपयोगी 

काय��म सुझाओ।

मेरे म��� म� सिव�� क� सर �ितरोधी 

मु� टीकाकरण का यह �ोजे� िपछले 

दो - तीन साल से च�र काट रहा था। 

अनायास ही मेरे मुख से िनकला िक 

�ोजे� तो है िकंतु महंगा है। वे बोले - 

बताओ। म�ने �ोजे� की �परेखा बताई। 

उ�� पसंद आया। कहा, शु� कर लो। म�ने 

कहा - पैसा कहां से आएगा ? जवाब िमला 

- 5 लाख �पए म� दे दंूगा। मेरा हौसंला 

बंधा। म�ने इस के बारे म� जानकारी 

इ�ठी करनी शु� की। नेट पर रीटा 

कालरा जी, पूव� �धान, रोटरी �ब ऑफ 

चंडीगढ़ िमडटाऊन का नाम सामने 

आया। आपने ऐसे ही काय��म के िलए 

�ोबल �ांट ली थी। म�ने चंडीगढ़ िनवासी 

अपने िम� तथा जी.  एम. एल. के िड��� � 

एिडटर �ी मोिहंदर गु�ा जी को फोन 

करके रीटा जी के बारे म� बात शु� की। 

बोले, ब�त बिढ़या और नेक मिहला ह�। 

नंबर म� आपको भेज रहा �ं। बात करो। 5 

िमिनट बाद ही उ�ो ंने नंबर भेज िदया। 

म�ने तुरंत 

रीटा जी को 

फोन 

िमलाया। 

दूसरी ओर 

से 

िश�तापूण� उनकी आवाज़ आई। अपना 

प�रचय देने के बाद रेफर�स के तौर पर म�ने 

उ�� बताया िक सात साल पहले अमे�रका 

िनवासी मेरे छोटे भाई ड��र रिव बंसल ने 

रोटरी अ�ताल, अंबाला �ारा एम. आर. 

आई. मशीन खरीदने म� सहयोग देने के 

िलए अपने 4 सीटर, िसंगल इंिजन वाले, 

छोटे वायुयान को खुद अकेले उड़ा कर 

पूरी पृ�ी की प�र�मा की थी। इस 

िसलिसले म� वे अंबाला आए थे। आपके 

�ब ने उ�� उस व� वाता� के िलए 

आमंि�त िकया था।  म� उनके साथ तब 

आपकी मीिटंग म� आया था।

रीटा जी को याद आ गया। बोली ं- हां, वह 

�ीच म�ने सुनी थी। फोन करने का मेरा 

मंत� जान कर उ�ोनें मेरी बात �ान से 

सुनी और मुझे इस �ोजे� म� हर संभव 

सहयोग का आ�ासन देते �ए कहा - 

िजतनी वै�ीन आप ख़रीद कर लगवाएंगे 

उतनी वै�ीन म� बची �ई �ांट म� से आप 

को मु� दंूगी।

साथ के साथ उ�ो ं ने इस �ोजे� से 

संबंिधत सारे कागज़ात �ाट्स� कर 

रोटे० अजय एवं आई. डब�ू रेखा डी. ई. �ी मोिहंदर गु�ा 

डी. जी. एन. रीटा कालरा
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रोटरी �ब ऑफ अंबाला म�  तो यह कथन 

शत-�ितशत स� होते �ए म�ने �यं देखा 

है। हमारे आर. आई. मंडल 3080 के 

वत�मान अ�� �ी राजपाल िसंह 

और कारवां बनता गया।I

 म� अकेला ही चला था, 

हमने अपने िलए जो दो िस�ांत  िनधा��रत 

िकए ह� वे यह िक वै�ीन िबना िकसी 

भेदभाव के सब को मु�  ' पहले आएं, 

पहले पाएं ' के आधार पर  लगाई जाएगी। 

दूसरा टीकाकरण ' जब तक पैसे िमलते 

रह�गे, तब  तक  चलता रहेगा। '

जािनबे मंिज़ल मगरI 

लोग साथ आते गए 

म�ने यह कथा इस िलए सुनाई िक रोटरी 

फाउंडेशन �ारा मानव समाज के क�ाण 

के िलए िकए जा रहे काय� �ानीय रोटरी  

�बो ं�ारा जहां - जहां भी शु� िकए जा 

सक� , अव� शु� होने चािहएं। �� 

िचंतन, �ढ़ संक� तथा नेक िनयित से 

शु� िकया गया हर सामािजक काय� 

सफल होता है। एक उदू�  किव का यह शेर 

हमेशा याद रखना चािहए - 

वै�ीन लग चुकी है। नए �े�ूल के 

अनुसार कोई भी ��� 9 से 14 साल तक 

की ब��यो ं के टीकाकरण के िलए 

रिज�� ेशन, शिनवार के अलावा, िकसी भी 

काय� िदवस को, सुबह 10 बजे से दोपहर 2 

बजे के बीच, अ�ताल प�ंच कर करवा 

सकता है। ब�ी का आधार काड� साथ 

होना ज़�री है। ब��यो ं तथा उनके 

अिभभावको ं की सुिवधा के �ि�गत, 

वै�ीन हर रिववार को 1 बजे से 3 बजे के 

बीच  लगाई जाती है। आम जनता से सभी 

�कार का भरपूर सहयोग िमल रहा है।

िदए। हमने सरकार से इस टीकाकरण की 

अनुमित के िलए आवेदन भेज िदया। 

�ानीय िसिवल सज�न ने हमारे आवेदन 

पर अपनी �रकम�डेशन लगाते �ए 

िनदेशक, �ा� िवभाग, ह�रयाणा  को 

िलख िदया। जवाब िमलने म� हो रही देरी 

को देखते �ए हमने ह�रयाणा के पूव� गृह 

एवं �ा� मं�ी �ी अिनल िवज से संपक�  

िकया। उ�ो ंने हमारी सम�ा को समझते 

�ए तुरंत िनदेशक महोदय से संपक�  

िकया।   कुछ शत� का पालन करने की 

िहदायत के साथ अगले िदन हम� अनुमित 

िमल गई। इसके अलावा एक अ�ी बात 

यह �ई िक अगले एक स�ाह म� ऐसी 

अनुमित ह�रयाणा के सभी 22 िजलो ंको दे 

दी गई। 

िकंतु हमारी असली परी�ा इस के बाद 

�ारंभ �ई। िजससे भी हम टीकाकरण की 

बात छेड़ते, वही इसके दु�भावो ंके बारे म� 

अपनी आशंका ज़ािहर करता। लगा िक 

हमारा यह अिभयान शायद आगे न चल 

पाए। तभी म�ने अपनी पोती महक को यह 

वै�ीन लगवाई। उसे साथ ले कर घर - घर 

जाने का अिभयान शु� िकया। �ब 

म�बस�, जो िक िकसी भी रोटरी �ब की 

वा�िवक श�� होते ह�, ने हमारा ब�त 

साथ िदया। वे भी हमारे साथ घर - घर गए। 

इस �कार लोगो ंके िदल से हम वै�ीन का 

डर िनकालने म� सफल �ए। 

आिख़र मु� �ीकाकर� ि�िवर लगा 

I

शिनवार, 29, जून, 2024 को ड��र जय 

देव मेमो�रयल रोटरी अंबाला ह���टल म� 

इस टीकाकरण का पहला िशिवर लगा। 

इसम� 102 ब��यो ं को  वै�ीन लगाई 

गई।अब तक 12 जुलाई, 14 जुलाई और 

21 जुलाई, कुल 108 और ब��यो ंको यह 

सदाशयी, युवा तथा उ�ाह से लबरेज़ 

��� ह�। ऐसे िकसी भी �यास को उनका 

समथ�न िमलना अव�ंभावी है। देर पहल 

करने की है। रोटरी �ब ऑफ अंबाला, 

यहां से मनोनीत �ए सहायक मंडला�� 

�ी नरेश भार�ाज, हमारे �धान �ी िदनेश 

सेठी, हमारे पूव� �धान �ी ए. डी. गांधी, �ी 

पी . सी. जैन, ड��र के. के. जैन, ड��र 

िवनय म�ो�ा, ड��र देश बंधु, �ी �दीप 

जैन, �ी इंदर देव, �ी िवजय गु�ा, �ी नरेश 

ढीगंरा, �ी आर के शमा�, �ी इं�जीत 

गुगलानी, �ी पंकज गु�ा  तथा मुझ सिहत 

सभी सद� आपको हर संभव सहयोग का 

आ�ासन देते ह�।

िम�ो,ं जादू का डंडा आपके पास है। 

उठाओ और शु� हो जाओ।  रोटरी का 

जादू अपने आप िसर चढ़ कर बोलेगा। इसे 

कहते ह�  ' The Magic Of Rotary '

 

�धान �1999-2000�

मोबाइल: 9812345068

bansal.subhash46@gmail.com

सुभाष बंसल

रोटरी �ब ऑफ अंबाला

ि����� गवन�र राजपाल िसंह 
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ETHIOPIA MEDICAL MISSION

A Journey of Compassion 
and Collaboration

I
n a remarkable display of  
international solidarity, the 
Rotary Club of  Addis Ababa 
(RCAA) partnered with the 

Rotary Club of  Chandigarh, India, 
to embark on a mission that 
transcended borders and touched 
lives in profound ways. The 
mission, funded by a generous 
$141,000 USD Global Grant from 
The Rotary Foundation, was the 
culmination of  years of  

experience, meticulous planning, 
and an unwavering commitment 
to service. 

The collaboration between 
RCAA and the Rotary Club of  
Chandigarh was built on a 
foundation of  trust and shared 
purpose, having previously 
conducted three successful 
Medical VTT missions in Ethiopia 
and similar initiatives in 17 
African countries. With a 

Memorandum of  Understanding 
signed between RCAA, the Rotary 
Club of  Chandigarh, and the 
Ministry of  Health of  Ethiopia, 
the stage was set for a mission that 
would leave an indelible mark on 
the healthcare landscape of  the 
region.

On August 11, 2024, a contingent 
of  25 dedicated professionals, 
including 18 doctors specialized in 
orthopedics, urology, pediatric 
laparoscopic surgeries, 
dermatology, and six volunteers, 
set forth on their 25th mission to 
Africa—the fourth one to Ethiopia. 
They carried with them not just 45 
boxes of  medical supplies and 
equipment, but also a wealth of  
knowledge, expertise, and a deep-
seated desire to make a difference.

The team received a warm and 
gracious welcome upon their 
arrival in Addis Ababa, with 
President Kalifa Manneh of  the 
Rotary Club of  Addis Ababa, 
accompanied by several esteemed 
Rotarians, greeting them with 
colorful flowers. Every detail of  
their arrival was meticulously 
coordinated, ensuring a smooth 
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ETHIOPIA MEDICAL MISSION

transition from India to 
Ethiopia, thanks to the tireless 
efforts of  local Rotarians and 
representatives from the Ministry 
of  Health. A big support from 
Ethiopian Airlines who supported 
the team with five free tickets 
besides extra baggage to each 
delegate to accommodate the 
weight of  the supplies in terms of  
medicines and equipment. The 
three Hospitals organized the free 
stay in Hotel for all the delegates 
of  mission.

The mission commenced with 
an introduction of  the team 
during a club meeting, where 
President Kalifa, along with 
distinguished Rotarians, 
acknowledged the importance of  
this collaborative effort. Led by 
Rtn. Madhukar Malhotra as 
Project Chair and Rtn. Kuldeep 
Dhawan as Medical Director, the 
team was ready to embark on their 
mission of  training local doctors 
and performing critical surgeries 
across three hospitals in Addis 
Ababa: St. Paul Millennium 
Hospital, Alert Hospital, and 
Black Lion Hospital.

August 11th held special 
significance, not just as the start 
of  the mission but also as the 
birthday of  Rtn. Rajendra K. 
Saboo, past Rotary International 

President. The occasion was 
marked with a cake ceremony, a 
fitting celebration of  both his 
birthday and the commencement 
of  this noble endeavor.

With the dawn of  each day, the 
team’s commitment to service 
became evident. Starting at 7:30 
AM, they visited their respective 
hospitals, where they conducted 
life-saving surgeries and led 
training sessions, transferring 
invaluable knowledge to the local 
medical teams. The equipment 
donated during the mission played 
a pivotal role, enabling procedures 
that had never been performed in 
Ethiopia before.

August 15, 2024, was another day 
of  significance, as the team 
celebrated India’s Independence 
Day with a flag ceremony at the 
Indian Embassy in Addis Ababa. 
Their work continued in the 
hospitals, a testament to their 
dedication to the cause. This 
gesture of  solidarity was deeply 
appreciated by H.E. Anil Kumar 
Rai, Indian Ambassador to 
Ethiopia, who spent time with the 
team and patients at St. Paul 
Millennium Hospital, recognizing 
their efforts in person.

Amidst their relentless work, 
the team found time for respite. 
On a cool, drizzly Sunday 

morning, the Rotary Club of  Addis 
Ababa organized a city tour to 
recharge the team after seven days 
of  intense work. They visited the 
serene Entoto Natural Park, where 
the breathtaking scenery and the 
tranquility of  the surroundings 
offered a much-needed break. The 
team indulged in coffee and tea, 
sang songs, and danced, creating 
memories that would stay with 
them long after the mission ended.

The medical interventions 
carried out by the team were 
nothing short of  extraordinary. At 
Black Lion Specialized Hospital, 
the orthopedic team, composed of  
five doctors, tackled complex cases 
involving trauma, joint infections, 
bone tumors, and more. Their 
expertise led to 62 successful 
surgeries, each one a testament to 
their skill and dedication. One 
particularly heartwarming case 
involved a 35-year-old woman who 
had been unable to walk for years. 
The team was able to straighten 
her leg in a single sitting, bringing 
her joy and a newfound sense of  
hope.

At St. Paul Millennium Medical 
College, the urology team, 
composed of  five specialists, 
introduced cutting-edge 
techniques like laparoscopic and 
cystourethroscopy surgery, which 
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ETHIOPIA MEDICAL MISSION
had never been performed in 

Ethiopia before, even in private 
hospitals. They completed 59 
surgeries, including a 
groundbreaking procedure on a 
five-year-old child diagnosed with 
a stone in the abdomen. This was 
the first time such a laparoscopic 
procedure had been conducted in 
the country, setting a new 
standard for pediatric care.

Meanwhile, the plastic surgery 
team at Alert Comprehensive 
Specialized Hospital undertook 21 
surgeries, focusing on 

reconstructive procedures that 
would change lives. Among the 
most remarkable cases was that of  
a 60-year-old man who had lost his 
nose to skin cancer. The team 
meticulously reconstructed his 
nose using tissue from his 
forehead, restoring not just his 
appearance but also his dignity. 
Another extraordinary case 
involved a 25-year-old man who 
had lost the use of  his right arm 
after being shot in a war zone. In 
an eight-hour surgery, the team 
reconstructed his nerves using 
microsurgery, giving him back the 
ability to work and live a normal 
life.

The mission wasn’t limited to 
surgeries alone. A dedicated 
technician from the team repaired 
equipment across all three 
hospitals, restoring $200,000 worth 

of  machinery that had been lying 
idle due to a lack of  expertise. This 
effort ensured that the local teams 
could continue to provide high-
quality care long after the mission 
ended.

As the mission drew to a close, 
the Ministry of  Health organized a 
dinner to honor the delegates. Dr. 
Mekdes Daba, Minister of  Health, 
presented certificates of  
appreciation, recognizing the 
immense contribution of  the team 

to the people of  Ethiopia. The 
Rotary Club of  Addis Ababa also 
held a separate ceremony, further 
expressing their gratitude for the 
life-changing work carried out 
during the mission.

Reflecting on the mission’s 
success, Dr. Alemtsehay Getachew, 
head of  the Dermatology 
department at ALERT, expressed 
heartfelt gratitude for the team’s 
dedication and the lasting impact 
of  their work. The donation of  
dermatological drugs and the 
training provided were 
particularly appreciated, as they 
would continue to benefit patients 
long after the team’s departure.

As the team prepared to return 
to India on August 22, 2024, they 
did so with a deep sense of  
fulfillment. Over the course of  12 
days, they had not only provided 
critical medical care but had also 
empowered local healthcare 

professionals with the skills and 
knowledge to continue this work. 
This mission was more than a 
series of  medical procedures; it 
was a bridge of  compassion, 
connecting continents and 
communities in the shared pursuit 
of  a healthier, more hopeful 
future.

 
Compiled and edited by  

IPP Rtn. Anil Chadda,  
Rotary Club Chandigarh  

RID 3080 akcoffice@yaoo.com
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FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT
FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT IN ROTARY CLUBS

Ensuring Accountability and Efficiency
Financial management is a 

critical aspect of  any 
organization, and Rotary 

Clubs are no exception. Effective 
financial management ensures 
that Rotary Clubs can fulfill their 
mission of  providing service to 
communities around the world, 
fostering peace, and promoting 
high ethical standards. This 
article explores the key principles 
and best practices for financial 
management within Rotary Clubs.

Principles of  Financial 
Management in Rotary

1. Transparency: Transparency 
is essential in financial dealings to 
build trust among members and 
donors. Regular financial reports 
and audits help ensure that all 
transactions are accounted for and 
open to scrutiny.

2. Accountability: Clubs must 
hold officers and members 
accountable for financial decisions 
and transactions. Clear roles and 
responsibilities, along with 
regular oversight, are necessary to 
prevent misuse of  funds.

3. Compliance: Adherence to 
local, national, and international 
laws and regulations is crucial. 
This includes compliance with tax 
laws, reporting requirements, and 
Rotary International guidelines.

4. Sustainability: Financial 
practices should ensure the long-
term viability of  the club. This 
involves prudent budgeting, 
diversifying income sources, and 
maintaining reserves.

Best Practices in Financial 
Management

1. Budgeting and Planning: 
Develop an annual budget that 
aligns with the club’s goals and 
objectives. Regularly review and 
adjust the budget to reflect 
changes in income and 
expenditure.

2. Record Keeping: Maintain 
accurate and detailed records of  
all financial transactions. Use 
accounting software to track 
income, expenses, assets, and 
liabilities.

3. Internal Controls: Implement 
internal controls to safeguard 
assets. This includes separation of  
duties, requiring dual signatures 
on checks, and conducting regular 
audits.

4. Financial Reporting: Provide 
regular financial reports to the 
club’s board and members. These 
reports should include income 
statements, balance sheets, and 
cash flow statements.

5. Fundraising: Diversify 
fundraising activities to ensure a 
steady flow of  income. This can 
include events, grants, 
sponsorships, and member 
contributions.

6. Investment Management: If  
the club has significant reserves, 
consider developing an investment 
policy. This policy should outline 
the club’s risk tolerance, 
investment objectives, and 
strategies.

Roles and Responsibilities
• Treasurer: The treasurer is 

responsible for managing the 
club’s finances, including 
budgeting, record-keeping, and 
financial reporting. They also 
ensure compliance with legal and 
Rotary International 
requirements.

• Finance Committee: A finance 
committee can provide additional 
oversight and support to the 
treasurer. This committee 
typically includes members with 
financial expertise.

• Board of  Directors: The board 
oversees the club’s financial 
management, approves budgets, 
and reviews financial reports. 

They ensure that financial 
practices align with the club’s 
strategic goals.

Challenges and Solutions
• Fraud and Mismanagement: To 

prevent fraud, establish strict 
internal controls and conduct 
regular audits. Encourage a 
culture of  ethical behavior and 
transparency.

• Fluctuating Income: Plan for 
income variability by maintaining 
reserves and diversifying 
fundraising activities. 
Implementing a flexible budget 
can also help manage unexpected 
changes.

• Regulatory Compliance: Stay 
informed about relevant laws and 
regulations. Regular training for 
the treasurer and finance 
committee members can help 
ensure compliance.

Conclusion : Effective financial 
management is vital for the 
success and sustainability of  
Rotary Clubs. By adhering to 
principles of  transparency, 
accountability, compliance, and 
sustainability, and by 
implementing best practices in 
budgeting, record-keeping, and 
internal controls, Rotary Clubs 
can ensure they are well-
positioned to serve their 
communities now and in the 
future. Regular oversight and 
continuous improvement in 
financial practices will help 
maintain the trust and support of  
members and donors, enabling 
Rotary Clubs to achieve their 
mission of  making a positive 
impact worldwide.

by Rtn. Dr. Neena Sablok
Rotary Paonta Sakhi
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Behold, a grand spectacle 
unfolded in the illustrious District 
3080, where the vibrant threads of  
tradition intertwined with the 
spirit of  unity. The auspicious 
occasion of  Rakhi, that sacred 
celebration of  siblinghood, was 
embraced with unprecedented 
fervour as all the esteemed 
Rotaract clubs within the district 
joined hands in a magnificent 
collaborative effort.

At the helm of  this 
extraordinary endeavour stood the 
visionary Community Service 
Director, Rtr. Aman Garg, whose 
unwavering dedication and 
exemplary leadership illuminated 
the path for this momentous 
undertaking. Under his astute 
guidance, the district transformed 
into a tapestry of  colours, 
emotions, and shared purpose. 
This resplendent affair shall 
forever be etched in the annals of  

District 3080’s history, a shining 
beacon of  what can be achieved 
when hearts and hands unite in 
the spirit of  service and 
celebration. The echoes of  this 
grand Rakhi festivity will 

undoubtedly resonate for years to 
come, inspiring future generations 
of  Rotaractors to reach for the 
stars and embrace the power of  
collaboration.

ROTARACT NEWS

MAJOR PROJECTS UNDERTAKEN BY ROTARACT CLUBS

Rakhi Celebration in Zone-1 with the Himachal Pradesh Governor Host Club- Rotarct Club 
HPNLU. Co Host- Rotaract Club Shimla Midtown & Rotaract Club UCBS

The Rotaract Club of  UCBS took 
on an exhilarating adventure 
across Leh-Ladakh! From the awe-
inspiring Khardung La Pass the 
picturesque Nubra Valley and the 

mesmerizing Pangong Lake to the 
vibrant roads of  Manali ,this 
journey was all about exploration, 
bonding, and creating lifelong 
memories. As part of  our Rotaract 

club activities, we promoted 
environmental awareness and 
supported local communities 
throughout our route.

Rakhi Celebration 2024 in District 3080
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The installation ceremony 
“Sharanga” marked the ascension 
of  Rtr. Shashank Kaushik to the 
esteemed position of  District 
Rotaract Representative (DRR). 
This vibrant event featured the 
ceremonial collaring of  the new 
DRR, symbolizing his induction 
into office.

The name *’Sharanga’* draws 
inspiration from the *Celestial 
Bow* of   *Lord Shree Vishnu*, 
symbolizing *strength, resilience, 
and victory.* Sharanga is revered 
for its unparalleled strength and 
divine power. It is not just a weapon; 
it is a symbol of  righteousness, 
resilience, and victory over 
challenges.

Wielded by avatars like Lord 
Shree Ram and Shree Krishna, 
*Sharanga embodies the ability to 
overcome adversity and champion 
noble causes.*

In the spirit of  Sharanga, this 
assembly aims to Illuminate, 
Inspire, Ignite, and Impact our 
community, resonating with our 
district’s theme. The highlight of  
the ceremony was Rtr. Shashank’s 
inspiring address, where he 
unveiled his visionary motto: 
“Illuminate, Inspire, Ignite, 
Impact.” These four powerful words 
encapsulate his aspirations for the 
district’s future:

1. Illuminate: Shedding light on 
pressing issues and opportunities 

for service
2. Inspire: Motivating Rotaractors 

to reach their full potential
3. Ignite: Sparking passion and 

enthusiasm for community service
4. Impact: Creating meaningful, 

lasting change in community
This concise yet potent vision sets 

the tone for Rtr. Shashank’s tenure, 
promising a year of  growth, 
innovation, and impactful service 
for District 3080. 

DG Rtn. Rajpal Singh, DRCC Rtn. 
Mohit Singla, Rtr. Shashank 
Kaushik, IPDRR Rtn/Rtr. Chinmay 
Abhhi and the District Council 
along with the Rotaract Club 
members.

ROTARACT NEWS

Rotaract District Assembly 3080- DRR Rtr. Shashank Kaushik (2024-25) and his District Team

District Assembly of DRR Rtr. Shashank Kaushik (3080) 

Hosted by Rotaract 
Chandigarh 

Midtown and 
Rotaract 

Chandigarh 
University. 

Co- Host Rotarct 
Rayat College of 
Law, Rotaract 
Gobind Singh 

College for Women.
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Ninety-one members of  the 
Time 100 AI 2024 list were 
not on last year’s list, an 

indication of  just how quickly the 
field of  artificial intelligence (AI) 
is changing. Just two months after 
Time launched last year’s list, all 
of  us witnessed one of  the most 
dramatic recent events in the 
business world, a moment that 
drew the world’s attention to the 
individuals leading AI. In 
November 2023, OpenAI’s board 
shocked the industry by firing 
Chief  Executive Officer (CEO) 
Sam Altman amid questions 
about his integrity. After his 

subsequent return to the 
company, Mr Altman was 
recognised as TIME’s 2023 CEO of  
the Year.

The 2024 list features leaders, 
innovators, thinkers, and shapers 
who make up the chosen 100. 
Interestingly, there are a large 
number of  Indians and Persons of  
Indian Origin (PIO) on the list.

The top of  the Leaders segment 
has Sundar Pichai, CEO of  Google 
& Alphabet, and Satya Nadella, 
CEO of  Microsoft — both of  
whom need no introduction. 
Joining them among the Leaders 
is Rohit Prasad of  Amazon, 
formerly the team leader for 
Alexa and now the head scientist 
for Artificial General Intelligence 
at the tech retailer. The 
Innovators list includes Aravind 
Srinivas, CEO of  Perplexity; Shiv 
Rao, CEO of  Abridge; Anant Vijay 
Singh, product lead at Proton; and 
Lina Khan, chair of  the Federal 

Trade Commission, who is of  
Pakistani origin, not Indian.

The Thinkers list has Amba 
Kak, co-executive director of  the 
AI Now Institute.  Under her 
leadership, the AINow Institute is 
emerging as one of  the leading 
critics of  the industry. She has 
been known to say that 
understanding technology policy 
isn’t about studying the ins-and-
outs of  neural networks: “It’s 
about understanding power.” In 
2023, the institute released a 
seminal 103-page-report 
discussing how AI is 
concentrating power within the 
tech industry. Since then, Ms Kak 
has advocated producing a US 
Food and Drug Administration-
style body to regulate new AI 
models, interrogated the impact 
of  the data-centres used to power 
AI on climate change, and 
released policy frameworks for 
governments on how to tackle the 
social risks of  AI. All 
commendable stuff.

Also in the Time Thinkers 
count is Dwarkesh Patel, a 
23-year-old Bay Area resident, 
who has built one of  the most 
deeply researched podcasts on AI. 
Mr Patel has quickly become 
known for his thorough and 
technical explorations of  the 
subject, becoming vital listening 
for those working on the 
technology — including Jeff  
Bezos and Mark Zuckerberg. 

GUEST ARTICLE

Indians Make Up 20% of 
TIME 100 AI List, but their 
impact in India unclear
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GUEST ARTICLE
The Shapers list is headed by 

Amandeep Singh Gill, United 
Nation Secretary General’s Envoy 
on Technology. The ex-IFS officer, 
who studied in Chandigarh, has 
written extensively about the 
impact of  AI on modern life and 
the necessity for establishing 
appropriate regulatory 
frameworks to ensure AI plays a 
positive role in the future. He has 
also spoken at global forums 
about the potential impact of  AI 
on the Global South and India’s 
role in shaping how AI could 
develop within the bloc.

Arati Prabhakar, director US 
Office of  Science & technology 
Policy; Divya Siddharth, 
co-founder Collective Intelligence 
Project, and Vinod Khosla, 
founder Khosla Ventures, are all 
in the Shapers list with Ashwini 
Vaishnaw, India’s Union Minister 
for Electronics & Information 

Technology, Nandan Nilekani, 
and Bollywood actor Anil Kapoor 
— who won a landmark victory at 
the Delhi High Court recently 
over unauthorised AI use of  his 
likeness. He had sought protection 
over the use of  his iconic phrase, 
“jhakaas,” or “awesome”, in 
Hindi  — first uttered in the 1985 
Hindi film, Yudh. The Court ruled 
in his favour by restraining 16 
defendants from using, in any 
manner, “Anil Kapoor’s name, 
likeness, image, voice or any 
other aspect of  his persona to 
create any merchandise, 
ringtones … either for monetary 
gain or otherwise.”

The TIME 100 AI list is an 
interesting assortment of  titans. 
Indians make up about 20 per cent 
of  the coveted list, which is pretty 
commendable. The moot question, 
however, is whether all these 
august personalities are really 

helping shape the contours of  AI 
in India in any which way. Most 
of  those on the list are far 
removed from their country of  
origin, with the exception of  
Minister Vaishnaw. The Indian 
government has also allocated 
over $1.2 billion to support its 
nascent AI sector. Most of  the 
country’s AI efforts have been 
funnelled through its “IndiaAI” 
initiative, managed by Mr 
Vaishnaw’s ministry. The 
ministry aims to secure over 
10,000 graphic processing units, 
the chips that power most AI 
technology, to increase the 
country’s computing capacity; 
provide finance for local startups; 
increase access to high-quality 
datasets; expand access to AI 
educational opportunities for 
Indians; and develop its own state-
of-the-art AI models. One hopes he 
succeeds.
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CLUB MATTERS

AMBALA INDL AREA

Debate on Bhavi Bharat at B D Senior Secondary School, Ambala Cantt. Blood Donation Camp

ALAKHNANDA VALLEY

Senior Citizens Award Ceremony

AMBALA

Protest Candle March Masks and Gloves handed to Dr. Jaidev Memorial Rotary Hospital
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CLUB MATTERS
BADDI

Tree Plantation with Interact Club 2nd Blood Donation Camp

CHANDIGARH

Independence Day to Young Cancer Patients at PGI Sarai Tree Plantation at Govt School Sector 23 

CHANDIGARH MIDTOWN

Blood Donation Camp TB Nutrients Distribution at Sec 6, Civil Hospital Panchkula
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CLUB MATTERS

CHEEKA

Tuberculosis Treatment and Nutrition Supply Tree Plantation Drive

CLASSIC CHANDIGARH

Tree Plantation Drive Adolescent Health & Mental Well Being Camp

CHANDIGARH UPTOWN

Workshop on Mental Health for Girls

Affixing of Reflectors on Cycles with collaboration of  
Chandigarh Traffic Police For road Safety to Save Life
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CLUB MATTERS
DEHRADUN CENTRAL

 “Save the Himalaya” Pledge Celebrated Teachers’ Day

HARDWAR

Annapurna Day at Andh Vidyalaya Second Blood Donation Camp

JIND MIDTOWN

Celebrated Teachers Day Providing Green Fodder to Cows



24  MAGIC MAKERS  SEP 2024

CLUB MATTERS

KARNAL

Celebrated 15th August

KHARAR

Tree Plantation Drive Donated Tri-Cycle to Widow Tarsem Kaur at Independence Day 

KALKA HERITAGE

Blood Donation Camp Independence Day Celebration
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CLUB MATTERS
KURUKSHETRA

Celebrated 15th August Dental Checkup Camp

LADWA

Chaaya Project Kalakriti  2024 by Rotary, Rotaract and Inner Wheel Club

MORINDA

Teej Festival at Sewing School

Independence Day at the under construction 
Rotary Bhavan
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PANCHKULA

Mammography Test Camp Tree Plantation with Rotary Image Building

CLUB MATTERS

NAHAN

Langar Sewa to Kawad Yatra Devotees Blood Donation Camp

MUSSOORIE

Rotary Mussoorie Inter School Talent Contest 12th Run For Nation as part of Independence Day Celebrations
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CLUB MATTERS
PANIPAT CENTRAL

Celebrated 15th August with Blind School Students

PANIPAT RAINBOW

Distributed 500 Sanitary Pads at Arya Girls Sr. Sec. School 15th August Celebrated

RADAUR

15th August Celebrated Celebrated Teej
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CLUB MATTERS
RISHIKESH CENTRAL

Kawad Seva Bhandara Blood Donation Camp

RISHIKESH DIVAS

Inaugurated Bag Less Classes in Bhagwati Devi  
Saraswati Shishu Mandir, Rishikesh Organised a Health Check-up Camp

RISHIKESH ROYAL

Celebrated 15th August Donation of 2 Wheel Chairs to Railway Station for Disabled Travellers
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CLUB MATTERS

ROORKEE

Food for Bagadias Fans Distributed in Girls School

ROORKEE CENTRAL

Celebrated 15th August Tree Plantation Drive

ROOPNAGAR

Blood Donation Camp in Baba Bhaniara Wala Village Dhamana 
Roopnagar

Sampled 300 Plants in Village Dakala on Katli Road Roopnagar
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CLUB MATTERS
ROORKEE MIDTOWN

Celebrated 15th August at Government Primary School No. 11, Ganeshpur, Roorkee with Flag Hoisting and Distribution of Refreshment to all.

ROORKEE UPPER GANGES

Stationery Distribution at Dedi Ram Junior High School Khanjarpur Bhandara at Apna Ghar Ashram for the Mentally Challenged

SAHARANPUR CENTRAL

Tree Plantation Drive Medical Check-up Camp at L. Mont. School., Janak Nagar, Saharanpur
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CLUB MATTERS

SAHARANPUR HARMONY

Tree Plantation

Celebrate Independence Day at KCCP Arya Kanya Girls Inter College, 
Gill Colony, Saharanpur

SHIMLA

Chess Championship Heartline Project

 SAHARANPUR CONTINENTAL 

Cleft Lip and Cleft Palate Surgery Camp
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CLUB MATTERS
SHIMLA HILL QUEENS 

Celebrated Independence Day Organ Donation Awareness Program

SHIMLA MIDTOWN

SILVERCITY MOHALI

Tree plantation at Cremation Ground Summer Hill

Free Langar Sewa Tree Plantation Drive

Celebrated Independence Day 15th August with the inmates of 
Himachal Hospital of Mental Health and Rehabilitation
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CLUB MATTERS

NAHAN SIRMOUR HILLS

NAHAN SANGINI

PAONTA SAHIB

DOON VIKAS

Tree Plantation Drive

Given Rs. 20000  to A Brilliant Girl Zainab  as First Installment  
for her admission to Nursing College

Rotary and Sanjay Kanwar  
helped Child in Heart Surgery Operation

15th August Celebrated

SHAHABAD MARKANDA

Celebrated 15th August
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CLUB INSTALLATIONS
PAONTA SAKHI

SAHARANPUR CENTRAL

PEHOWA
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MOHINDER PAUL GUPTA

FROM THE EDITOR
Rotary and 
Spirituality: A Path 
of Service Beyond 
Self
Rotary is a global organization of  service-oriented individuals 

united by the common goal of  improving lives and making the 
world a better place. At its core, Rotary embraces the principle of  

Service Above Self, a value that resonates deeply with the spiritual 
dimension of  life. While Rotary is not affiliated with any religious 
doctrine, the work it does and the values it promotes often mirror the 
tenets found in many spiritual and religious traditions around the world.

THE SPIRITUAL FOUNDATION OF SERVICE : Service is a central 
theme in spirituality. Many spiritual traditions emphasize selflessness, 
compassion, and the importance of  helping others. In Rotary, these 
values come to life through its humanitarian projects and its focus on 
uplifting communities. 

SERVICE AS A SPIRITUAL PRACTICE : For many Rotarians, 
service is not just an act of  charity but a form of  spiritual practice. 
Whether it’s digging wells in water-scarce regions, providing literacy 
programs to underprivileged children, or promoting peace in conflict 
zones, these acts are often seen as ways to transcend the ego and 
embrace the broader, interconnected world.

THE ROLE OF FELLOWSHIP IN SPIRITUAL GROWTH : The 
bonds formed among Rotarians, whether through local clubs or 
international events, create a network of  support and shared purpose. In 
many ways, this fellowship mirrors the spiritual gatherings found in 
religious communities, where individuals come together to support each 
other in their personal and collective journeys.

ROTARY’S GLOBAL MISSION AND SPIRITUAL VISION : Rotary’s 
work in areas such as peacebuilding, disease prevention, and conflict 
resolution further highlights its alignment with spiritual ideals. The 
pursuit of  peace is a deeply spiritual mission, as it involves fostering 
understanding, reconciliation, and the well-being of  all people.

CONCLUSION: A JOURNEY OF INNER AND OUTER SERVICE : 
Rotary, though not explicitly a spiritual organization, provides a path 
that many find to be spiritually fulfilling. Its focus on service, fellowship, 
and ethical leadership touches on the profound aspects of  human life 
that transcend material concerns and tap into the deeper spiritual 
purpose. Whether one views Rotary through a lens of  faith or a desire to 
improve the world, the work it does fosters a sense of  connectedness, 
compassion, and meaning.

FOR ROTARIANS, THE 
JOURNEY OF SERVICE 
IS BOTH AN OUTWARD 

EXPRESSION OF 
MAKING THE WORLD 

BETTER AND AN 
INWARD JOURNEY OF 

PERSONAL AND 
SPIRITUAL GROWTH. 
THROUGH ROTARY, 
MEMBERS ARE NOT 

ONLY AGENTS OF 
CHANGE BUT ALSO 

SPIRITUAL SEEKERS 
WHO FIND JOY AND 

FULFILLMENT IN 
HELPING OTHERS.

~

~

MESSAGE
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DISTRICT PROJECTS
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DISTRICT PROJECTS
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Assistant Governors

Assistant Trainers
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PRESIDENT’S CATEGORY 1

PRESIDENT’S CATEGORY 2

PRESIDENT’S CATEGORY 3
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Register your 
World Polio Day event

Together, 
we end polio
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